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tO THE 

Right Honorable, 

THE 

Earl of Chejierfield. 

My Lord, 



THE firft and moft va- 
luable quality of an 
Hiflorian is a fcrupulous at- 
tachment to truth. With- 
A a out 
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vi Dedication, 
out this, all his other qua-* 
lities deferve little confide- 
ration ; or rather are highly 
blameable : they ferve only 
to miflead the reader, whom 
they pretend to inform and 
direct.. As I have endea- 
voured, in the following 
meets, to guide my felf by 
this principle; the dedica- 
tion of fuch a teor%, how- 
ever otherwife inconfidera- 
ble, ought to be clear not 
only from the guilt, irat 
from the imputation of Bat- 
tery. 

Your 
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Dedication. 

Your very enemies, my 
I >orcL will acquit me of both, 
for inftribiag it to you, as 
to the jftfdge and Patron of 
genius and wit : as to One 
befides, who has long exert- 
ed, in the true intereft and 
for the honor of his Country, 
thofe Abilities which Htjiory 
moft delights to celebrate. 

That you may yet live, 
my Lord, many and happy 
years to ferve that Country, 
you fo eminently adorn ; is, 
I am perfuaded, the united 
with of all thofe, upon whofe 
fayour- 
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viii Dedication. 

favourable opinion a great 
and good man would value 
himfelf. For me, I beg 
leave to (ay, in this public 
manner; that I am truly, 
with that kind of regard 
which neither fortune nor 
birth alone can inlpire, 

My Lord, 

Tour Lordjhip , s 
moft devoted Servant, 

D. M A t L E T. 

DigitizMbyGoOgle 
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JFrmicis Bdcon, 

LORD HIGH CHANCELLOR 
.;. OF ENGLAND. 



THE antlent Igfpttims hii 
a l«w,wtuch ordained, that 
the actions and characters 
of their Dead (hould be fcr 
kinnly canvafled before certain Judges » 
In order t<S regulate what was due to 
their memory. No quality, however 
exalted, no abilities; however eminent, 
could exempt the pofleflors from this 
latt and. impartial trial. To ingenuous 
minds this was a powerful incentive, iti 
the purfiut of virtue: and a ftrong r«- 
\ itrairit 
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THE LIFE OF THE LORS 

ftraint on the rtioft abandoned, in theif 
carer r of vicc^ Whoever undertakes to 
write the life of any pcrfbn, deferring 
to be remembreH by pofterity, ought to 
look upon this law as prescribed to him. 
He is fairly t6 record the faults as well as 
the good qualities, the failings as, "well as 
the perftdfons, of the Dead % Vhh diis 
great view, to warn and Improve the 
Living* -'■ For this reafon,tho I (hail dwell 
with pleaiure- oh the fhihing-part of my 
Lord Bacon's chara&cr, as a writer, I 
fhall not dare either to conceal or palli* 
Sate his blenuflies, as a man. It equally 
concerns the 'public to be made acquaint* 
*ed with both. [ \ 

Sir Nicholas Bacon was the firft 
'Lord Keeper of the Seals inVeftedwith 
ill the dignity, and traded -with all the 
power, of a Lord Chancellor. This 
high employment he held tmdet Qjacen 
' Elizabeth rleat twenty years: a mini- 
ver cbnfiderabfyteamedY of remarkable 
' prudence ahdhoncftys fervingfiiscdUa. 
try 
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'^CHANCELLOR SACON. 3 

\ty *wkh the integrity of a good man, 
•arid 'jfre&hriiKr; ithro the whole cOnrfc 
■of Ws prolperity, that moderation. and 
jlamneRcif manners which adorn a great 
man. His- fecond wife Was a daughter 
of Sir AntBmj Cooke, who had been 
jpreceptor to Sd-wardxhc Sixth, and of 
"whota hsftorians have made honourable 
' mention for his skill in the learned lan- 
' giiages. Neither have they forgot to 
Celebrate this Lady, on- the fame ac- 
count. To the trath of which even an Parfixt 
*nomy bore tefllmony, While he" re- theJrfuIt " 
' prpached hor with having tranflated, 
•from the fkOtin, Biftop^'f^'s apology 
•'.for the Church of England. 

~ : '"$tf<Sft were thfc parents' of Ftanch- 

'&dton, 'Whofe Life I am Writing. Of 

"tVtf foils, by this marriage* he was the 

" yonngeft : and born at Tork-fffiuje in the 

Strand, the'twenty-'fecond erf 'January 

iytfi. As ' he had the good fortune to i s €t. 

' tpmc into the world at a period of rime 

" When arts and fciences wtreefteemed and 

B i ' cultivated, 
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.THE LIFE OF THE LORD 
cultivated, by the Great ami Powerful, 
almoft in the fame degree they are now 
neglected j". fo .he ■ brought with him ,a 
capacity for every kind of knowledge, 
uleful and ornamental An original 
genius, formed not to receive implicit 
notions of thinking and reasoning from 
what was admitted and taught before 
him ; but to prefcribc laws himfelf, in 
the empire of learning, to his own aria" 
fuccccding ages. 

He gave marks, very early, of a preg- 
nant and happy difpofition, far above his 
years. We arc told that Queen Eliza- 
beth took a particular delight in trying 
him with questions; and received io 
much fetisfa&ion from the, good fcafa 
and manlincfs of his 
was wont to call hit 
young Lord Keeper. 
his defcrves to be i 
Queen having asked 1 
he was yet a boy $ he 

that 

3 
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CHANCELLOR BACON. f 

that he was juft two years younger than 
her happy reign. 

Of his education 1 know no particu- 
lars, till he was fent to ftudy in the uni- 
verfity of Cambridge under Dr. Whit- 
gift, afterwards Archbifhop of Canter- 
bury: and I find he was entered of Tri- 16th 0$ 
nity-CAlege in his twelfth year. Tta»Sl 
progrefs he made was rapid and uftcom-* 
man : for he had run thro the whole 
circle of the liberal arts, as they wero 
then taught, before he was fixtecn. Bull 
what is far more furprizing; he began, 
even then, to fee thro the emptinefs and 
futility of the philosophy in vogue : and 
to conjecture, that uferul knowledge 
muft be raifed on other foundations, and 
built up with other materials, than had 
been employed thro a trad of many cen. 
turies backward. In this, his own ge< 
nius, aided by a lingular dilcernmenr, 
muft have been his only preceptor. la 
matters of reasoning, the Authority of 
jtrifleflc was mil acknowledged infalli- 
B j bio 
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THE LIFE ©I THE. LORD 

ble in the Schools ; as much as that of 
the Pope, in affairs of religion, had late- 
ly been acknowledged, there and every 
where el&. And our Author may be 
juftly (tiled the firft great Reformer of 
philofbphy. He had the prcpofiefiionsy 
the yotdmuious and ufeleis reading, nay 
he had the vanity of men grown old 
in contrary opinions, to .ftrugglc with ; 
yet he lived to fee a. cotnfiderable revo- 
lution on his fide. Another age brought 
over the Learned of all Nations to hi* 
party... 

It may be juftly wondered at$ tha^ 
the Lord Keeper, a miniftcrof great ol> 
fervation on men and things, Ihouki 
have fen; his fbn to. travel at the age of 
fixteen; aswcruKHrcdid:. for, by a let- 
ter from. Si< Amias i P&aiItt i then Arm- 
baflador In Franct, it is certain that 
young Bacon was at 'Parti, and under 
his roofy in the year i jjy-;. We need 
fcut-ibofc around' us, .10 be convinced 
how 1 little oiir Youth of quality, who 

:■ "' ""' ■ '■"\ •' vuit 
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CHANCELLOR BACON. f. 

vifa foreign countries about that age, are 
wont to profit either in tafte, wifdom, . 
or morals, But perhaps he difcovered 
in hisfona maturity ofdifcrction and 
judgment beyond what is common to . 
thaf early feafon of life. However that; 
was, the Ambafiador conceived a very 
favourable opinion of Bacon; for he 
lent him over to the Queen with a com. 
million that required lecrecy and di£ 
patch: of which he acquitted Wmfclf 
with applaulc, and then returned to fi-. 
nifh his travels, The native bent of hir 
mind, Wrongly turned to rcftcftion and 
, enquiry, fuftered him not to ftop fhort 
at the ftudy of languages, but led him,- 
higher to remark accurately on the cut- 
tarns and manners of thofc that fpoke* 
them ; on the characters of their Prin- 
ces, and on the confti.tution of their fe^ 
veral governments. Xn proof of this, 
there is (till extant among his works, a 
paper of obfervations on the general 
$$zq£ Europe, written, by him fhortly 
B 4 arte* 
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THE LIFE OF THE LORI> 
after this time ; as I have difcovered by 
acircumftance mentioned in it *. 

As he was the youngeft fon, Co he 
feems to have been the favourite of his 
father ; who had ftt apart a confiderable 
fum . of money to purchaic an eftate for 
him/ in his abfencc. put before that 
kind intention, could take effect, the. Lord 
Keeper died fuddenly, by the following 
accident. He was under the hands of 
his barber, and, the weather being ful- 
try, had ordered a window before him, 
to be thrown opcrt. A$ he was become 
Very corpulent, he prcfently fell aflecp 
in the current of frefh air that was blow- 
ing, in upon him) and awaked after. 
firaie time, djflempered. 41 pyer. Why, 
i4id.he-.t0 the feryant, did you fuffcr me. 
to Aeep.thus espofed? The fcllqw re- 
plied, that he durft not prefume to di- 
iturbhim. Then, (aid t;heLord Keeper, 
by 

r • He ftvs tb»t Henry III. of frame was then 
J3 yfiti old : now that King began hit reign in 
1574, at the age of 24 years. So that Been was 

thin nineteen. .,...-...» ■* 
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CHANCELLOR. BACON. 

by your civility I lofc my life : and Co 
removed into his bed-chamber, where 
he died a few days after. Thus there 
remained to his youngeft fon only the 
finall proportion of afum, which was 
to be divided among five brothers. 

The narrownefi of his ciroimftanccs 
obliged him to think of ibme profeffion 
for a fubfiftancc : and he applied him- 
fth* more thro neceffity than choice, 
to the ftudy of the common law. For 
that purpOfe, he placed himfclf in the 
focicty vSGrafs-hm-, where his iupe- 
ribr talents rendered him the ornament 
of the Home: as the gcntlcnefs and 
affability of his deportment won him the 
affection of all its members. In his pro- 
feflion, he quickly rofe to. Co much emir 
nencc and reputation, that, at the age 
of twenty-eight years, he was named by 
Elizabeth her learned council extraor- 
dinary : a diftincUoa which he needed/ 
»o afliftancc from bis father's merit with 
bet to, dcfer.Yc, It was however next 
to 
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to impoffihle that to. noble a genjuv 
bora to embrace the whole eonipafs of 
fcicttcc, mould confine its refeorchev 
within the narrow and perplexed &ady 
of precedents, and authorities : a ftudy; 
hedged round with brambles and thorns,,. 
dark and barbarous in its beginnings, and 
rendered in its progrefs ftill more db- 
^core, by the learned dulncfs of com-; 
mentators and compilers j men, foe the 
aloft part, of indefatigable induftry, and 
of no ipirit or dikemtuierw. Atcording-> 
ly we find that in this interval he often 
gave -full Icope to his conceptions ; Guc-r 
veying the whole ftatc of learning; obi 
ferving its defects, and imagining thp 
proper methods to fappiy them. This, 
he firft attempted inatreatife which he 
entitled The Greatest . Birth of 
Time; as appears ftom a letter, writ* 
ten after his retirement, to father .Fs& 
gentio the Veneii^-'m. which- he pafles, 
a kind of ■cenfure on- the pompous and 
(welling title prefixed to it. Tho the 
piece icfelfis loft, it appears to have' beea 
the 
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CHANCELLOR BACON. 

the fkft outlines of that amazing defign, 
which he afterwards filled up and finUh- 
ciin h» grand Inftaoration of the Scien- 
ces. As there is not a more amuitng, 
perhaps a mpreuferul peculation, than 
that of tracing the hiftory of the human 
mind, if I may fo exprefs my felf, in its 
progreflton from truth to truth, and 
from difcavery todifcovery; the intelli- 
gent reader would doubtlefs have been 
pleated to fee, in the tra£t I am fpeaking 
of, by what fteps and gradations a fpi T 
tit like Baton's advanced in building up, 
for more than thirty years together, his 
new and univcrfal theory. He thought 
himfclf born for the ufe of human kind ; 
and in the letter above mentioned rales 
hhxuclf, the fcryant of pofterity. 

These for bints for filling up this 
firft part of our Author's lift, trivial and 
unfatisfa&ory as they may appear, I have 
yet been obliged togkanherc and there 
in the rubbifh of feveral . coUcdions> 
where they lay fcatceiJcd, witfrout ordec 
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THE LIFE OF THE LORD 
er connection. But I fhall now no 
longer regard Bacon as a mere philoso- 
pher; as a man of Ipeculation who con- 
verted only with books and his own 
thoughts, in the made of retirement and 
leifure. The courft of his fortunes pro* 
duccd him on the great theatre of the 
world, involved him in bufinels, and 
complicated him with the moft confidcr- 
able perfons of the age he lived in. He 
was honourably employed by one Prince, 
and highly preferred under another. It 
will be therefore neceflary, that this hi- 
ftory may have its due extent and ufeful- 
nefs, to exhibit a general profpeft of the 
two reigns in which Bacon ftourilhed 
and tell, at leaft in their principal points 
of view. Thechara&crs of thofe with 
whom he had any connection will illu- 
Orate his, and mew it in a truer, as well 
as a fuller light. 

: I have yet another reafon for cnJarg., 
ing this account beyond the ordinary 
limits. Our. Author's letters are wrh> 
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CHANCELLOR BACON; 
.ten, many of them at leaft, on public 
occafions, and may be confidered as the 
mod authentic vouchers for fcveral re- 
markable occurrences, in Which he him- 
felf was an actor, and well acquainted 
With the fecret motives on which others 
acted. But as thofc things are for the 
moft part only hinted at, or no farther 
.opened than to ferve the prefent purpofc 
.of his letter; they will require to be de- 
veloped at, fome length, and ranged into 
trfcir^pjper places. 

Elizabeth had a [larger {hare of 
good fenfe and found judgment; than is 
commgnly.. to be met with among wo- 
men, accompanied with a greatnefs of 
.jmind, and ftetdinefs of- purpofc that 
. might do/honour to the> beft of men* 
. Thefc her natural endowments received 
much> tho fevcre, improvement frorn 
the dangers flic was expofed to in the 

- firft pact of her life. She grew, up in a 
. Arilc attentioii over her own a&ions, 

CTtn oyer hcf looks and words, from 

- :' "' the 
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the rigor of her father's temper, and par J 
-ticularry frbrn the jealcras-chieltyof net 
nftcr's adminiftration : a Ihbrt but me- 
morable-period of time when England 
beheld,- under a- female reign, fodiia- 
nances of mercHeis rage, ^foen^fcenes 
-of horror, as had of old J ftktle<l the 
Roman World, undcra ftete and a'99*- 
mitian. The dreadful genius of-that ft- 
pcrftition to which flit had devoted 4ief- 
felf, then exerted its fpirit uttdifguiied, 
in betraying, tormenting, 'outchering 
by the miniftry of inhuman pricfls and 
Inquilttors, whoever would not profefs 
what he could not polfibty bdieve. If 
we may credit Hiftotians; the-yhad even 
■AobukA Efaa&etb heriSfto die: and 
-Ihe cftapedj mlraculoufiy, nor by- the 
-kindneG, bat the policy of &&#$% Jum- 
fttfatyraet* the^oolcft and nnqfl- deter- 
mined of thefe latter agtsi o ■'■■ 

At her aceeffion to the : tht dne, (he 

found her revenues anticipated- orot- 

haufteds her kingdom, thro the- fufgui'- 

nary 
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sMiry madncfs of her prcdccefibr, dif- 
?«inted and broken of its rigor wkhir : 
»lr The fame time imfupportcd by allies 
and wimoutcorifticrat ion abroad. Her 
good fcnfe lcd : her'-to fee, by rhcertors 
of hcrfathetsindher fitter, that-Thecould 
«expe& to teign tfith fecnrityi Only by 
■tfeierylrig thccorifidenccahdsamirigrfei 
love Of theirafidn: and that 'to-order 
Ifhereto, fhe'muft'propofeto herfcTfuo 
other end 0f ; rnHrJg but the happmefs 
tmd honour of ; alltier people. This fy- 
ffem of polity; fbftmple in itfttf, fo glo- 
lious in its-eotuequenceS, 'and'yet by 
princes foleldom'iputfued, fhe adhered 
tb 'ftiadiiy-, almoft unlfotmry., thro a 
'long and triumphant- reign* for this 

' very reafon triumphant.- 

■'■- : • "<;n - ; ■ ■ .-. '.::. '.-.■. 

'" The reformation of relfgtoli fhe at- 
"tempted and cttcdtcdi at a feafonwhen 
*hcr power was unconfirmed, and hi pro- 
bable danger frofn inteftine cortunotiOfts. 
For revolutions in religion arc Opt to 
jut the whole -colrnitution of a fociefy 
into 
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Iqio ferment, even. more flxongly than 
alteration? in government i as every iii- 
<lividual is immediately and intimately 
a&uatcd by- what fcems to him of higheft 
and. moil lading concern. She kept a- 
wakc^ and animated, with w.ondcrful ad- 

in the -Netherlands ; and that with more 
juftice on her part than is ufually obferv- 
,cd by princes when they would do ill 
offices to their neighbours. The fove- 
reigns of thofe countries, when they 
agreed in nothing elfc, were ever com- 
bined in a common enmity to her : at a 
time too when flic had nothing to op* 
pofe againft their pretentions, their cod- 
fpiracies, their open attacks, but her. own 
courage and the native ftrength of Eng- 
land alone. And yet, by helping for- 
ward the reformation in Scotland^ by 
fuppprting the protectants, in Francei 
by the wife and wcli-managed fupplics 
fhe icnt to the 'fiutch, who were fttugj- 
giing hard for their lives and liberties 
with an unrelenting tyrant : by this 
fetid* 
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CHANCELLOR BACON* 
feiries of conduct, fteadily purfued, fli« 
triumphed over all oppofition, and ren- 
dered her felf the arbitrefs of Europe. 
For it may be affirmed,, that her admi- 
nistration made a greater impreflion o» 
all the ftates round her, than it received 
irfclf from any : an undoubted proof of 
its flrmnefs and active vigor; 

When fhe came to the crown, fh« 
found the nation four millions in debt : 
a fiim then almoft incredible ! and yet 
her oeconomy alone enabled her to dif 
eharge it. The Coin, which had been 
much embafed by Henry the Eighth, 
and byMarj wholly neglected, (lie quick- 
ly reftored to its juft ftandard ; and there- 
with the public faith and credit. Her 
magazines {he carefully replenifhcd with 
arms, ammunition, warlike (lores of c* 
very kind : and the youth all over Eng- 
land were ordered to be duly trained ia 
military exereifes. Her navy was fallen 
to decay, and almoft abandoned. This- 
(he let heticlf to repair, with an atten- 
C tiorj) 
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tion, which the great bulwark of this 
kingdom will ever deferve from a Prince^ 
whounderftandsin what his ownftrength 
and that of his dominions naturally con- 
fift. Her fleet was at laft a match for 
the mighty Armada of Spain : that Ar- 
mada boaftedtobe invincible, and which 
was in truth a delperate effort of the 
whole power and refentment of her bit- 
tereft enemy. Her victory over him, as 
entire as it was glorious, gave Security 
and renown to this Ifland : and, what- 
ever the partiality of foreign writers ma/ 
have insinuated to the contrary, (he owed 
it to her own hcroical conduct, and the! 
unexampled bravery of her fubjects. 

She was thefirft of our princes who 
purfued, in any considerable degree, the 
only furc method of making England 
great and powerful j by encouraging and 
extending our commerce : which, under 
her protection, grew high, and /bread 
Itfelf thro the North anft to both the /** 
dies. In a word, fuch was her conduct, 
i fuch 
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Tuch tier good fortune, in this Ifland and 
on the Continent, that her allies had the 
ftrongeft confidence in her afliflancc and 
good faith : that her enemies ftood irt 
awe of her power, and were forced t* 
an unwilling approbation of her pru- 
dence. The applaufc of futh as think 
they have caufe to hate, and diftrefs us; 
is the finecreftj as it is the noblcft praife: 
Her ©economy was admirable. She huf 
banded the public money for her peo- 
ple's cafe : me laid it out, tin proper oc- 
cafions, for their fafety and honour. The 
undertakings of the government were 
never greater j the charge was neveif 
tefs. This gives the higheft Idea of her 
tniniftry, and places their characters, in 
general, above imputation or reproach: 

Of Sir Niehalas Baesn, our Au^ 
thor's father, I have already given fomc 
account : and {hall only add here, that 
he never afpired beyond the rank he 
brought with him to court. His mo- 
tieration in ail other refpeas was the 
C z fame. 



(DvGoogle 



THE LIFE OF THE LORD 
fame. When the Queen viiitcd him 
at his feat in Hertford/hire, flie told 
htm with an air of pleafantry, that his 
houfe was too little for him. No, re- 
plied the Lord Keeper ; but your Ma- 
jefty has made me too great for my 
houfe. 

Wals ingham, in his private cha- 
racter, was of unblemifhed honefty. As 
a minifterhe had Angular fagacity in pro. 
curing intelligences which he knew to 
apply, with great dexterity, to. the pur- 
pofes of government : devoting himfclf, 
with fo generous a felf-neglect, to the fer- 
vice of his country, that he gained a re- 
putation for contempt of riches, which 
would have been highly reverenced in 
the beft times of antiquity i and will go 
near, in rhcte days, to be thought either 
folly or frenzy. 

The Lord Treafurer Burleigh, for 

- his confummate •abilities as a ftatefman, 

was reckoned the firft name of his age : 

and 



ibyGoogle 



CHANCELLOR BACON, 
and is {till pointed out as a patrern, which 
we rather wifh, than cxpec>, to fee fully 
copied by his fuccefiors in power. As 
he had ftrong natural parts, and was of 
unwearied application to bufinefs, his 
experience moil have been universal and 
unequalled ; for he was at the head of 
the government almoft forty years. He 
feems, in particular, to have been emi- 
nently pofieffed of that intrepidify of 
head, that civil courage, fo neceflary in 
a great minifter : and, without which no 
minuter will never do any thing truly 
noble, or of lading utility to mankind. 
Inviolably attached to his Miftreis, he 
ferved her with equal fidelity and fuc- 
ceis : and had the fingular felicity to pro- 
mote the good of his country by the 
fame arts that he employed to gratify the 
inclinations of his fovercign. 

The glory of this princefs will re- 
ceive a new luftre by comparing the 
ftate of England with that of almoft all 
Other nations in Europe, at the fame 
C 3 time. 
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time. It muft have been no cOmmo^ 
addition to the tranquillity and happi- 
nefs of out ancestors, that they enjoyed 
both, uninterrupted, for fuch * length 
pf yearn While Scotland and France, 
Spain and Holland, wire torn with 
continual diviftojns, and bleeding by the 
Wounds of foreign and domrfHc wars. 
Hers ttio was the Age of heroes both* 
in arts and arms. Great captains, able 
ftatefmen, writers of the higheft order 
arofe, and under her influence flourifhed 
together.. Thus lia&n had all the in- 
centives that could kindle him up to a 
gencro,us ambition, and quicken his emu- 
lation in the purfuit of knowledge and 
honcft fame. And indeed his letters re- 
main a pro.of, that if he courted the pro- 
per opportunities of raiting his name, he. 
loft none that might improve and en* 
* , " w ' large his mind. As the Lord Treafurer 
yuti y. had married his aunt, "Wc find him fre- 
quent in bis applications to that minl- 
ftcr for fomc place of credit and ftrvicc 
in the ftate. He profeflcs too, that his 
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views on this head are as moderate, as 
his aims another way are ambitious and 
vafti for that he had taken all philofo- 
phy for his province- My Lord Bur- 
leigh interefted himfclffo far on his be- 
half as to procure for him, againft vio- 
lent opposition, the office of Regiftertq 
%hc Star-Chamber, worth about 1600/, 
a year: but it was only in reversion, 
and did not fall to him till near twenty: 
years afterwards. Neither did he ob- 
tain any other preferment all this reign : 
too his winning addrefs, his eloquence^ 
his large and fyftcmatical learning had 
railed him to the admiration of the 
greateft men at court. He was partial-, 
larly cfteemed and patronized by Robert 
^Devertux, the famous and unfortunate 
Earl of Effex 5 to whom he attached 
lumfelf in his younger years, and by 
whole intcrcft in the Queen he flattered 
himfelf with the prpfpe& of bettering 
his condition, Elizabeth herfelf fhew- 
cd him fcveral marks of diitinction, ad- 
mitted him often to her pretence, and; 
C 4. ' even • 
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even confulted him on the ftate of her 
affairs : as her miniftcrs fomcrimes made 
ufe of his pen in the vindication of hec 
government. And yet, notwirhftand- 
ing thefe fair appearances, he met with 
no, preferment from that Queen anfwep; 
able to the idea we have pf his mcrjr, pp 
hcrdifccrnracnt in the diftribution of 
favours. This defcrves fome explana- 
tion; as it will difcover to us the true, 
genius of rhole mjnifters, who pretend? 
ing to merit thcmfelvcs, ape jealous Pf 
it in all other men; who are, equally 
poorfpirjted and. afpjring. 

The whole court was at this time 
rent into factions, headed on one part 
by the Earl of Ejfex ; on the other by 
the Cecils, father and fon. Bffiex was 
then in all the flower of his youth, and 
remarkable for the gracefulnefs of his 
perfon. In his nature brave, ambiripus, 
popular: And what is uncommon, at 
once the favourite of the Sovereign and 
of the Nation. Fond of military glory ; 
liberal 
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liberal to profusion $ devoted entirely to 
his friends, and keeping no meafures 
' with his enemies ; of competent learn- 
ing himfelf, and a fignal benefactor to . 
learned men. One quality he had, which 
djfhnguilhes him eminently from inch 
as are pcrfonally beloved by Princes : in 
the height of his favour he received the 
admonitions, the remonftrances of his 
friends with all gentlencls; and was ever 
moft patient of the truth. But then he 
wanted thofe arts which arc moft ncccf 1 
fary in a courtier ; and are indeed the 
only qualities which the rabble of cour- 
tiers value the mfelves upon ; circumspec- 
tion, cunning, affectation of fecrccy, 
with a fervile obfequioufnefs to the hu- 
mours of their fuperiors, and a mean but 
anxious attention to their own intercft, 
whether at the cxpence of their patrons, 
or of their country. A different turn 
of mind gave the Earl's enemies great 
advantages againft him. They failed 
not to represent to the Queen, on fc- 
veral occalions, that this young Lord, 
not 
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not fatisfied with the diftin&ion of being 
her favourite, pretended to be her maf- 
ter ; and prefcribed to her Judgment on 
affairs of flare, with a haughtinefs ill-be- 
coming the diuancc betwixt a Sovereign^ 
and the Creature of her bounty. Such 
mfinuations, as they were partly true, 
could not fail of making an impreifion 
on Elizabeth, who was naturally high, 
fpiritcd, and infinitely jealous of her au- 
thority. Tho flic had a particular fond-, 
nefs for the Earl, (he took occaJton eve- 
ry now and then to mortify his pride, 
by refilling to advance rhofe friends of 
his whom he recommended for prefer-. 
ment. After his return from the expe -, 
dition to Ctdix, in which he bad bo-, 
haved himfelf with much gallantry, (he 
raifed his enemy, Sir Robert Cecily to 
be Secretary of States. thohe had ear-. 
ncftly folicited that poft for another. 
He had often applied to her in behalf of 
Bacon, and asked for him, with all the 
warmth of friendfhip, the place of So- 
licitor General 5 but had been always rcr. 
fuicd. 
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filled. Cecil, who mortally luted EJfex, 
and had entertained a feciet jcaloufy of 
Bacon, on account of his Superior ta- 
lents, reprcfentcd the latter to the Queen 
as a man of mere (peculation} as one 
Wholly given up t,o philofophical enqui- 
ries, new indeed and amufing, but fan- 
ciful and unfblid : and therefore more 
likely to diffract her affairs than to lerve 
her ufefuUy and with proper judgment. 
Bacon however was this man's couffn- 
gcrmani his father and the Lord Bur- 
leigh having married two lifters: but 
Ambition knows neither merit nor rela- 
tion. This unworthy treatment ffpm 
fo near a kinfman carried Bacon into 
Very free expoffulations on his courtly 
artifices, as he endeavoured in iecret to 
crulh the man whom yet he pretended 
Openly to lerve: and thefe repeated dis- 
appointments Junk Co deep into his ipi- 
rjr, that he was lercral times on the 
point of retiring for ever, and even of 
hiding bis grief and rcfentment in ibmc 
foreign country. $fffa, who could but 
■" ' HI 
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ill brook the mortification of a denial, 
finding himfclf unable to ferve his friend 
in a public way, would needs make up 
the lofs to him out of his own private 
*'M S a - fortune : and if we may believe BufbeL, 
pwt.p. i. he beftowed upon him about this time 
T r J2itenham- e Park and its garden of To- 
radifi. Whether it was that or fome 
other of his lands, the donation was Co 
very considerable, that Bacon, as him- 
fclf acknowledges in his apology, fold 
it afterwards, even at an under price, 
for no lefsrhan eighteen hundred pounds. 
A bounty Co noble, accompanied too, 
as^ T c know it was, with all thofe agree- 
able diftiu&ions that to a mind, deli- 
cately fcnfible, are more obliging than 
the bounty it felf, muft kindle in the 
bread of a good man the moft ardent 
fvntiments of gratitude, and create an, 
inviolable attachment to fuch a benefac- 
tor. What then arc we to think of Ba- 
con, when we find him, after this no- 
bleman's unhappy fate, publifhing to aU 
England a, Declaration of (he treasons 
of 
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of Robert Earl oSEjfex? This beha- 
viour drew upon him a heavy and ge- 
neral hatred at that times which was 
not exringuilhed even by his death, but 
continues ftill, in the writings of more 
than one hiftorian, an imputation on his 
memory. As this tranfafiion is of im- 
portance to his moral character, I will 
lay it before the reader as impartially as 
I can. 

Elizabeth had railed that young 
Lord, thro a fcries of honors, to be Earl 
Marlhal of England: and was every 
day giving him new proofs of a particu- 
lar and uncommon eftcem. This only 
ferved to exalperate his enemies. They 
Were powerful, and clofely united. But 
as they durft not attack him openly, they 
had rccourfc to dark and furcr arts of 
.vengeance; againft which his opennefs 
oftemper, unfufpe&ing and improvident, 
was no wife guarded. In truth, his im- 
perious humour, which he could fcl- 
dom difguifc, aided their defignss for it 
often 
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often broke forth into downright abuft 
and fcorn of thofe who thwarted his pn> 
jc&s, or duTcnted from his opinions: 
and he once, in fome difpute with the 
Queen herfelf, turned his back abrupt]^ 
upon her with all the marks of diAcfpcEt 
and contempt. Provoked at this info- 
lence, Elisabeth, forgetting her fex and 
the dignity of her character, (truck the 
Earl a box on the ear : which he on his 
part, with a riieannefs of pafiion yet left 
exeufabte in a man, refented fo highly 
as CO lay his hand on his fword, againft 
a woman and his lover eign. No fu li- 
ferent favours could wear this imagi- 
nary affront out of his memory i tho fhe 
pardoned hint the infult that occasioned 
it, and fern him ftiortly after into Ir*- 
fandy as her vicegerent, with a commif 
fion almoft unlimited. HU conduct there 
has not cfcaped the cenfure of hiftoriaos, 
who have remarked feverely on the mw 
juftifiablc treaty he made with the Arcfe- 
tebelTjww, on the private conference 
they held together* and on his precipitate 
return 1 
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return to England* againft the Queen's 
exprefi orders. This laft ill 8cp he was 
betrajredinto, if wetmy believe O/fera,"™^' 
by an artifice of Cecil: who firft infla-p. «». 
med Elizabeth's fufpkiom of the Earl, 
and then flopped all vcflcls that were to 
fail for Ireland ixcept one which he or- 
dered thither oh purpofe with a feigned 
report of her death. Fatally deceived 
by this intelligence, Effer (ailed away 
in a harry for England, attended only 
by a few of his friends. The Queen re; 
ceived him without any emotion cither 
of anger or arfcaion, and having con- 
fined him to hb own houfe, ordered his 
conduce to be examined in the ftar-cham- 
bcr. At this ofage of him, however 
gracious and moderate, the people, 
woofe idol he was, loudly exclaimed : 
and their unfeafonable partiality, repre- 
sented by his advedaries as of dangerous 
tendency to the ftatc, kindled anew the 
Queens indignation againft him. Thus 
that popularity he had fo eagerly court- 
ed, and lb much depended upon, ferved 
now 
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now only to haften forward his detona- 
tion. He was fentenced by the council 
to be removed from his place at that 
board ; to be fufpended from his offices 
of Earl Matrflial and Matter of the ord- 
nance, and to be imprifoned during the 
Queen's plcafure. Having humbled him 
thus far, flie ftopt fhortj forbidding his 
fentence to be entered on record, and full 
continuing him Matter of the Horfc. 
She even gave him the full enjoyment 
of his liberty, upon his expreumg a pet- 
feel: resignation to her plcafure j but 
withal advifed him to be his own keeper. 
His fecming repentance was of fhor't du- 
ration; for upon the Queen's rcfu&l to 
grant him the farm of fweet wines, 
which he had very imprudently petition- 
ed for, he returned out of the country, 
and again abandoned himfelf to all the 
impctuofity of his temper ; or rather to 
the pernicious fuggeftions of his fol- 
lowers. Indeed, the prefumption that 
naturally grows out of fuccefsfiol ambi- 
tion, and theinterertedcoimfelsofthofc 
whoft 
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whofe fortunes were Involved with his, 
fccm to have entirely turned his head : 
for his actions henceforward were the 
genuine effects of frenzy arid defpair. 
In conjunction with his friends, of feve- 
ral conditions, he meditated no lefs ait 
attempt than to feize on the palace, to 
make himielf mafter of the Queen's per- 
fon, and to banifh from abojt her alt 
thole whom he reputed his enemies. 
Never was confpiracy fo ill laid, or con j 
ducted with fo little probability of fuccefs. 
The court was prefently alarmed, his 
houfe inverted, himfelf and his friends' 
made prifoncrs, without any refiftance 
on his part } tor tho he was cmbarqued 
m a kind of rebellion, he knew not 
how to be a rebel. The particulars of 
his tryal are foreign to my purpofc. It 
was managed againft him by Sir Edward 
Coke, the Attorney General, and by 
Bacon as one of the Queen's council. 
It ought hot to be forgot that thefotmet 
treated this unfortunate Nobleman wlthsmeTty* 
a ftrain of petulant dulnefs and fctirrility a!s, a J'° u 
t> that*" 
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that makes us contemn his talent as a 
pleader, while we abhor the purpofe to 
which he made it fubfervient. Bacon 
was moderate and decent. The crime 
was proved by a cloud of witnefles : and 
the unanimous fuffrage of his peers found 
him guilty. After his fentence he ap- 
peared wholly indifferent to life or death : 
tho the Queen feemed ftill irrefblute, or 
rather enclining to favc him. He died 
with the tendernefs of a penitent, and 
the firmnefs of a hero : tho the Marfhal 
de Biron jeftcd on his deportment in that 
laft fcenc of life, as fuiting rather a monk 
than a foldier. 

The untimely fate of this nobleman, 
who died on a fcaffold in the prime and 
vigour of his years, excited univerfal pity, 
and was murmured againft by all condi- 
tions of people. Their .reflections on 
the prevailing party at court, even on 
the Queen her felf, were fo bold and in- 
furious, that the adminifiration thought 
it ncccuary to vindicate their conduct in 
a 
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a public appeal to the people. ThttfaskJj^J^ 
was afligncd to Bacon, even then in the m. 
high eftetm for his excellencies as a wri-ci J* 
ter. Some fay it was by his enemies f<f*' v £F 
inlidioufly impoled on him, to divert 
the national refentment from themfelvcs 
upon a particular perfon, who was 
known to have lived in ftiendfhip with 
EJftx, and whom they intended to ruin 
in the public eftccm. If fuch was thcit 
intention, they fucceeded bat too Well 
in it. Never man incurred more uni* 
vcrfal or more rafting cenfure than Bacon 
by this writing. He was every where 
traduced as one who endeavoured to 
murder the good name of his bcnera&or, 
after the miniftry had deftroyed his per- 
fon. His Hft was even threatened : and 
he went in drily hazard of aflaffination. 
This obliged him to publiih, in his own 
defence, the apology we find afnong his 
writings. It is long and elaborates but 
Hot, perhaps, in every part fatisfaaory. 
Let mrxlievehim onhisoWnteflimony,Apoion] 
that he had never done that Nobleman ** ™< 
D i any ' ' 
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any ill offices with the Queen ; tho flie 
herfclfhad, it fecms, inHnuated the con- 
trary: that on the other hand he had al- 
ways, during the time of their intimacy, 
given him advice no kfs ufeful than fin- 
cere; that he had wilhed, nay endea- 
voured the Earl's prcfervation-even at 
laft, purely from affection to him, with- 
out any regard to his own intcrcft in 
that endeavour : let all this be allowed ; 
fome blemifh will (till remain on his 
character. 

Essex deferved the rate he under- 
went} but he had paid his debt to juftice: 
and the commonwealth had now nothing 
to fear from any of his party. The de- 
claration above mentioned could there- 
fore be intended, only to ftillthe prcfent 
clamours of the multitude : and tho the 
matter of it might be true, Bacon was 
not the man who fhould have publHhcd 
thofe truths. He had been long and 
highly indebted to the Earfs friendfhip, 
almftft beyond the example even of that 
age. 
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age. In another matt this proceeding 
might not have been blameablc : in him 
it cannot be cxcufed. Sir Henry Tel- 
verton, inthe next reign, ventured on the 
difpleafurc both of the King and his mi- 
nion, rather than do the miniftry of his 
office, by pleading againft the Earl of Aui. Co- 
Semerftty who had made him Solicitor qu, ' p ' 1 
General. Had Bacon refufed that invi- 
dious part, there were others, among 
the herd of afpiring and officious Law- 
yers, ready enough to have performed 
it : and his very enemies muft have 
thought more advantageoufly of hint 
for declining a task, initfclfofnoeflen. 
tial importance to the ftatc, and in him 
unjuft to friendship, obligation, grati- 
tude, the molt facrcd regards among 
men. 

Elizabeth furvived her Favourite 
about a year: and, if we may credit 
Osforn, grief and remorfe for his fate 0/for(r 
accompanied her to the grave *. She p- 4W- 
P 3 died 

* He is the firft author who mentions the ftoiy 
of the ring. 



ibyGoogle 



3& THE LIFE OF THE LORD 

died the t went v fourth of March 1602. 



ibyGoogle 



CHANCELLOR BACON. 39 

like a boy efcaped from under the eye of 
a rigid preceptor, he forgot all his unea- 
finefles, and abandoned himfclf to his 
favourite amusements of hawking and 
hunting, as if his kingdom had been in 
the profoundeft tranquillity. He grew 
up in an unaccountable fondnefs for fa- 
vourites. The firft, who took deep 
root with him, was likewife the worft > 
not only encouraging him in a total in- 
application to bufinefs, but tincturing 
his youth with the poifon of all debau- 
chery. The name of this man was Stuart* M,fa;r* 
afterwards Earl of Arran ; one who" e *- P- 
had great and dangerous vices, without 
a Jtngle virtue, private or public, to at- 
tone for them : an open icoffcr at the 
obligations of morality, infolent, rapa- 
cious, Sanguinary j hated by, and hating, 
all good men. The honefter part of the 
nobility often remonstrated againft the 
credit and pernicious influence of this 
Minion: James acknowledged the juf- 
tice of their remonstrances 5 banilhed 
him fevcral times from court} andfeve- 
D 4 ral 
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ral times received him into new favour. 

■fnck ^ e was at lcn S tn fllot t*y a private hand 
in revenge for the death of the Earl of 
Morton, to which he had bafely con- 
tributed. 

p.!3»- James hated the church of Scotland: 
and confirmed its authority. He decla- 
red the attempt of thofe Lords, who 
had refcued him out of the hands of Ar- 
row and Lennox, to be juft and fer- 

B. 130. yiccable : he afterwards banifhed them, 
and would hayc confifcatcd their eftates, 
on that yery account. When they had 
made themfclves mailers of his pcrfon a 

f, 169. fecond time, he pronounced them all 
traitors i and pardoned them. 

Elizabeth, who knew his genius 
perfectly, fent Mr. Wotton on an era- 
bafly to him in j ?8 f. Her intention 
was to divert him from a marriage with 
the Princefs of Denmark, and to give 
his counfels what other turn her in terefts 
might require. The ambaffador, a man 
of 
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of addrefs and intrigue, had, by long 
habitude, learnt to pcrfonate all charac- 
ters, and to aflumc, with an cafe that 
fcemed altogether unaffected, whatever 
fhape might fervc moft effectually the 
purpofes of his fupetiors. At the age of p. 161 . 
twenty-one he had been employed to 
found the intentions of the court of 
France: and had well nigh duped the 
famous Gonftabie de Montmorency, a 
mirufter grown grey in the observation 
of human falfchood and artifice. To his 
natural talent he had now added the ex- 
perience of thirty years more. By ac- 
companying King fames in his fports ; 
by falling in frankly, and as it were na- 
turally, withallhispaflions; by making 
a jeft of bufinefs; by entertaining him 
plcafantly with an account of foreign 
fafbions and follies; this man gained an 
abfolute attendant not only over his un- 
derftanding, but over his humour. His 
moft faithful fubje&s, who had ferved 
him longeft and belt, who had even 
- Warned him againft the Subtleties of this 
ftranger, 
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ftranger, he received with approbation 
p. 164. ot diflike, juft as Wotton inipired him. 
He was even brought by him to be feri- 
oufly pcrfuaded that the King of 'Den- 
mark was defcended from a race of mer- 
chants: and that an alliance with his 
daughter was therefore infinitely beneath 
a King of Scotland* dignity. 

An.1603. Such was the Prince who now 
<>— v— mountct ] tnat tbj-ohe, which Fitizabetb 
had filled with fo great capacity and re- 
putation. The union of the two crowns 
in the perfon of one Sovereign, was ex- 
tremely dreaded by foreigners, and in 
particular by Henry the Fourth of France. 
The acceffion of a new kingdom to the 
native force of England, which even a- 
lone had been long formidable on the 
continent 5 the alliance of James with 
the molt potent monarch of the North > 
hjs relation to the houfe of Lerram 
which had lately embroiled all France, 
rendered fuch fears very probable. But 
his conduct diflipatcd them for everf 
and 
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and all Europe quickly faw, that no peo- 
ple but his own bad any thing to appre- 
hend from his power. At his arrival in 
England, he beftowed titles and ho- 
nours with fo wild a profufion, that 
there hardly remained any other mark 
of diftinftion but that of having cfcaped 
them. The public flood amazed : and mtfe* t 
pasquinades were openly affixed, under- p " 7 ' 
taking to aflat weaker memories to a 
competent knowledge of the Nobility. 
Sir Francis Bacon, who had been early 
in his homage, and application for fa- 
vour, to the new Sovereign, was knight- 
ed by him in pcrfon : and has left us the 
following pifture of him, flrongly touch- 
ed in its moft obvious features. " His **«*, 
" fpecch, fays he, is fwift and curfory i u^t 73. 
" and in the full dialect of his country : 
« in matters of bufinefs, fhoit ; ingenc- 
" ral difcourfc, large. He affettethpo- 
" pulariry, by gracing fuchas he hath 
" heard to be popular ; not by any fa- 
t' fluons of his own. He is thought 
" fomewhat general in his favours : and 
"his 
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" his caflne(s of aeceft is rather becaufe 
" he is much abroad and in a croud, 
" than that he giveth eafy audience. 
" He haftcneth to a mixture of both 
" kingdoms and occaiions fafter, per- 
" haps, than policy will well bear." 

An 160,'. i N 1605, Sir Francis Bacon recom- 
mended himfelf to the King's particular 
notice, as welt as to the general efleem 
of his cotemporaries, by publifhing a 
work he had long meditated; The, Pro- 
grefs and Advancement of Learning. 
The great aim of this treatife, no left 
original in the defign than happy in the 
execution, was to furvcy accurately the 
whole ftate and extent of the intellectual 
world ; what parts of it had been unffuc- 
cefsfully cultivated; what lay ftill neg- 
lected, or unknown : and by what me- 
thods thefe might be difcovered, and 
thofe improved, to the farther advantage 
of fociety and human nature. By expo- 
ftng the errors and imperfections of our 
knowledge, he led mankind int» the 
only 
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only right way of reforming the ori#, 
and f applying the other: he taught 
them to know their wants. He even 
went farther, and himfelf pointed out 
to them general methods of correction 
and improvement in the whole circle of 
arts and feiences. This work he firft 
publithed in Engtifi : but to render it of 
more extenfive afe, he recommended a 
translation of it into Latin to Dr. *Play>- rmijfa'i 
fer of Cambridge. Tlajfer, with thcna, C °p.%. 
fcrupulous accuracy of a grammarian, 
was more attentive to fafhion his ftile to 
purity and ^oundnefs of periods, made 
out of the phrafeoiogy he had gleaned 
from claffic writers, than to render his 
author's meaning in plain and rnafculine 
language. After the light of a fpedmen 
or two. Six Francis did not encourage 
him to proceed in it. He himfelf, after 
his retirement, very much enlarged and 
corrected the original, and with the af- 
fiftance of fbme friends turned the 
whole into Latin. This is the edition 
of 
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p-*7- of 1623; and (lands as the firftpart to 
his great Inftauration of the Sciences. 

I have already obferved that Cecil, 
now Earl of Salisbury, oppofed the 
progrefs of our author's fortune under 
Elizabeth : and he feems to have ob- 
ferved the fame conduct towards him in 
the prefcnt reign, till he had fixed him- 
ftlf in the King's confidence fo firmly 
as to be above all fear of a rival. Befidcs 
him, Sir Francis Bacon found a violent 
and lafting enemy in a man of his own 
5/rfWs profcffion, Sir Edward Coke\ who, 
tion^k.with great parts, had many and fignal 
failings. The quarrel betwixt them 
feems to have been perfonal : and it tail- 
ed to the end of their lives. Coke was 
jealous of Bacon's reputation in many 
parts of knowledge: by whom, again 
he was envied for the high reputation he 
had acquired in one ; each aiming to be 
admired, particularly for that in' which 
the other excelled. This affectation in 
two extraordinary men has fomething 
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in it very mean, and is not uncommon. 
The former was the greateft Lawyer of 
his time ; but could be nothing more. 
If the latter was not fo, wc can afcribe 
it only to his aiming at a more exalted 
character. The univcrfality of his geni- 
us could not be confined within one in- 
ferior province of learning. If learn- 
ing thus divided is not fo proper to raifc 
a Angular name in one way, it fcrves 
to enlarge the underftanding on every 
tide, and to enlighten it in all its views. 
As the name df Sir Edward Coke will 
occur oftner than once in this hiftory, 
and as he flood in particular competi- 
tion to Bacon, 1 beg leave to dwell a 
little longer on his character. In bis 
pleadings he was apt to infult over mi- 
fcry. Of this we have a deteftable in- 
ftancc in his behaviour to Sir Walter 'SmeTrj. 
Raltiih. He inveighed againft ttatJJJJJJ 
brave man on his tryal with all the bit- 
ternefs of cruelty, and m a (file of fuch 
abandoned railing as bordered almoft on 
fury; I with I could not add, that this 
bitter- 
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bitterncfs, this intemperance of tongue* 
feern to be the genume effufioris of his 
heart *. He converfed it feems more 
with books than men ; and among the 
latterf with thofe only to whom he 
could dictate and give the law. The 
confequence of which was, that his con- 
version had all the air of a le&urej 
and that he retailed for new, a hundred 
fiorics that were either ftale or trivial. 
He a.ffecTted raillery,- which was by no 
means his talent. His wit was often ill 
aimed', as it was always, indelicate and 
vulgar s the rough horfe-play of a pedant. 
Thd he had accumulated immenfe wealth; 
in his prpfeffion and by ieveral rich mar- 
riages, he was of a. fordid avarice; a 
fevere.niaftcr, a griping landlord, ta 
■ proiperity 

* The offices of Attorney and Solicitor-- General 
have been rocka upon which many afpir in g Law- 
yers have. made fhipwreck of their virtue and hu- 
- man nature. Some of thofe Gentlemen have ac- 
ted at the bar-as If they thought tbemielves, .by the 
duty of their places, abfolved from all the obligations 
of truth, honor, and decency. But their names' 
are uport record, and will be tranfinitted to after- 
ages with thole characters of reproach and abhors 
rence that ire due' ts the worftfoft of murderer*; 
thole that murder under the fencfon of juftice. 
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prosperity infplent ; dcjcdcd and fawn- 
ing in adverfity: the fame poorhefs of 
ipirit influencing his behaviour in both 
conditions. 6ne example of this may 
ferve in piace of feveral. After his dlf- 
grace, he fubmiflively courted Bucking, 
ham's brother to a match with his daugh- 
ter: in the height of his favour, he had 
feje&ed the fame propo'ial with fcorn. 
His profound skill in the common law 
has been univerfally allowed: and to 
this we cannot have a more unqueftio- 
nable wirhefs than Sir Francis Bacon 3 vol. IV; 
one every way fit \6 judge, and an enc- p ' 3 ' 
my; He was raifed to be Chief Juflice 
0? the Cdmmd'n Pkas in 2 606, and of 
the King's Bench in 1615. On the 
Bench he was above corruption: and 
had this faying frequently in his mouth, 
that a Judge mould neither give noc 
fake a bribe. In the cafe of "Peacham, Ban* 
in the bufinefs of Commendams, he be* ™* lV: 
haved himfelf wkh the honefty and 
flrmnefi of one' who* knew that a Judge 
•fagot neither to be flattered nor mc^ 
■ . £ naced 
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naccd out of "his integrity. Towards 
the latter part of his life, he ftruck in 
with the country party in parliament, 
and flood in the breach againft the arbi- 
trary mcafures of James and Charles. 
He died in the reign of the latter, aged 
86 years. 

A t length Sir Francis ifctos obtain* 

An. 1607. cd the place he had fo long expected: 

, " -n '~" J and in 1 607 was declared Solicitor-Gene* 

ral. This preferment was the effect of 

many letters and much inftancc on his 

part, to the Earl of Salisbury, the Lord 

Chancellor Egerton, and the King him- 

fclf. Neither do I find that he was ever 

promoted to any poft without repeated 

and earned application to minifters and 

favourites : a reflection that may fervc, 

at once to mortify, and inftruct, an am* 

' bitious man of parts. 

James had, from the beginning of 
his reign, paffionately deflred an union 

of Scot land 'and England: buthtsunrea- 
fonablc 
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fonable partiality to the former, reckon- 
ing it as an equal half ofthcifland, ren- 
dered the defign abortive. Tho Sir 
Francis Bacon laboured this argument 
\vith all the arts of wit and reafonj his 
eloquence, powerful as it wa? ( had no 
effeft on the houfc of Commons. The 
Parliament even (hewed itfclf averfc to 
this .union, in proportion as the Court 
appeared zealous for it. The new Sovc* 
reign's cdndud had alarmed them. They 
law, that, with aftrong difpofition to 
be profufe, he was. abfolutely in the 
power of favourites : and that fome of 
the lead valuable among his fubjec~ts were 
moft in his favour. They faw farther, 
that he began already to propagate max- 
ims of government deftrudive to liber- 
ty, and inconfiftcnt with the whole tenoj? 
of the conftltution. Thcfe things filled 
obferving me,n with apprehensions foi 
the future, which unhappily were but 
too well founded. The whole fum of 
his politics, both now and afterwards, 
was to diftafte and alienate his fubje&s at 
' E 2 home* 
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home; to difhonour both hirnfclf and 
them abroad. It was a reign of embaf- 
fies and ncgociations, alike fruitlefs and 
expensive : a reign of favourites and pro- 
clamations, of idle amufements and ar- 
bitrary impositions. It was befides the 
great era of flattery. The ancient natio- 
nal fimplicity of manners which ever ac- 
companies magnanimity, and manly 
freedom of fpeech the noble effeft of 
both, were now in a great meafure loft ; 
altered and effeminated into proftitute 
adulation and fervile homage. This 
was become the fafhionablc language 
among the Clergy as well as Laity; 
and James heard hirnfclf daily addrcfled 
to, by the titles of facred and divine : 
titles which difcover the meannefs rather 
than the dignity of human nature ; and 
which, applied to him, were glaringly 
ridiculous. He had not one princely 
quality. The arts of governing a king- 
dom in peace he either did not, or would 
not underftand : and his horror of war 
was conflitutional and unconquerable. 
It 
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It may therefore leem unaccountable 
that a King of this temper (hould treat 
his parliaments with more haughtinefs 
than any of his predeceflbrs had ever 
done. But he had been told that Eng- 
land was neither to be exhaufted nor pro- 
voked : and his actions {hewed that he 
believed fo, according to the letter. 
The truth is, that as pufillanimity will 
talk bigger on fome occasions than true 
valor on any ; he meant to make himfclf 
formidable to his people, that they might 
not difcovcr how much he was afraid of 
them. 

Tho he did not fucceed in the union 
of the Kingdoms, he found his Judges, 
in an affair of a fimilar kind, more 
complaifant than the great Council of 
the nation had been : I mean the natura- 
lization of all Scotfmen bom fince his 
acceffion to the throne of England. This 
was adjudged by Sir Edward Coke inQ,fetfthe 
the great cafe of CaJvim as it had been J^'Yv' 
argued at large before all the Judges by p . ,Sj.' 
E 3 SU 
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Sir Francis Bacon. The affair is no* 
no longer of importance to either King- 
dom : but one aftcrtion oT pur author, 
oh that occafion, ouuht not to be forgot. 
He roundly affirms, that rrionafchjes do 
not f jbfift like other goverhrripnts, by a 
precedent law; and that fubmiilion tq 
them is grounded upon nature. 

An, 1610. I*j KJiohepublifticdanothcrfrcatitf, 
^"^ entitled, Of itjcWifdom of the Ancients. 
This work bears the lame ftamp of an, 
paginal and inventive genius with his O: 
rhcr performances, Refolving not to 
tread in the ftcps of thofe who had gone 
before him, men, according to his own, 
cxprefllon, not learned beyond certain 
common places; he ftrikes put a new 
t.ratt for himfcif, and enters into the 
moll fecret receffes of this wild and fha- 
dowy region ; fo as to appear new on a 
known and beaten fubje£r. Upon the 
whole, Jf we cannot bring ourfelves 
/cadily to believe that there is all trie 
phyfical, moral, and political meaning 
veiled 
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yetted under thofe fables of antiquity, 
wjuchhehasdifcovcredinthcm, wemufl 
own that it required no common pene- 
tration to be miftaken with lb great an 
appearance of probability on his fide. 
Tho it ftill remains doubtful whether 
the Ancients were fo knowing as he at- 
tempts to mew they were, the variety 
and depth of his own knowledge are, 
in that very attempt, unaueftionablc. 

Hob art being advanced to the place An. 1613. 
of Chief Juftice of the Common Pleas, ,— " v "* J 
Sir Francis Bacon fuccceded him as At- 
torney General in 161 3 ; about three 
months after the death of his kinfman 
and enemy the Lord Treafurcr Satif 
bury: a minifter fertile in expedients for 
Applying his mailer's wants, and well 
acquainted with the temper of England: 
a man of dexterity, craft, and intrigue, 
rather than a great man. The office 
that Bacon now entered upon was of 
exorbitant profit for that age. He owns, 
in one of his letters to the King, that it 
E 4 was 
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was worth to him 6000 /. a year : and 
his employment of Regifter to the Star- 
Chamber, which I mentioned above, 
now brought him In 1 <Soo /. a year more. 
By what fatality was it that fo extraor- 
dinary a man did not add to his other 
virtues that of a rcafonable oeconomyj 
Had he done fo, it had preferred him 

• from one tranfeendent fault': and the 
other blemifheson hjs mora] name had 
been loft in the biightnefs of his intellec- 
tual qualities. But he was remarkably 

• fubjedt, to the fame weaknefs that fo 
much dishonoured his mailer. His de- 
pendants had him wholly in their power, 
and ftjuandcrcd his fortune away, flume- 
ifiilly and without meafure. In a private 

, ramily, this begot diforder, ncceflity, 
corruption : and all England beheld, 
from the Tame management in admini- 
ftring the public, the lame effects} only 
more felt and ratal, as they were uni- 
vcrfal. 
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It was not however till the year 1611 
that James abandoned himiclf to one 
fole favourite. About that time was 
brought to court Robert Car a Scot/man, 
then in the firft bloom of his youth, and 
of diftiugutfhed beauty j by whjchhe at 
once engaged the King's attention, and 
in a little while engxofled all his affec- 
tion. As he was wholly illiterate, James 
himfelf would needs be his preceptor; 
and it muft have been a fcene altogether 
new and ridiculous, to fee the Sovereign 
of three kingdoms daily inftruaing, in 
the firft elements of grammar, the Man 
who was fhortiy after to govern thole 
kingdoms. In his bounty to this (trip- 
ling, he obierved no other meafure but 
that of his pafll on, which was as extreme 
as it Itemed unaccountable. Car, in 
four or five years of favour, from a mere 
adventurer was raifed to be Earl of Se- Truth 
merfet : and amafled an enormous cftate light?" * 
of ineteen, thoufand pounds a year inP- 8 * 
laric :. beiides plate, money, and jewels 
tQ the amount of two hundred thoufand 
pounds 
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pounds more. And herd cannot omit 
taking notice, that the foundations of 
this minion's grcatnefs were laid in the 
ruin of another fubjectj of one who de- 
ferved, and would have met with wry 
different treatment from a Sovereign, to 
whom eminent public vermes had not 
been formidable, and therefore hateful. 
I mean Sir Walter Raleigh, -then-a pri- 
soner in the Tower. Him the King 
robbed of his lands, by a fhameful arti- 
fice of the law ; to beftow them on Car, 
who, by accepting, fhewed how little 
he merited, this bounty * : and whole 
name would Scarce have found a place in 
hiftory, had it not been for his vices ; for 
in. 161?. his fcandalous amour with the Counters 
ofEjfex; for procuring her to be di- 
vorced 

* When the Lady Rabigk and bcr children pa 
their knees implored the King's companion, they 
could get no other anfwer from him, bat rhat ha 
■muti ha the land, hernia htft for Car, But Jet 
it fee « mem bred too, that Prince Htnry, who had 
all the amiable qualities his father wanted, never 
left foliating him, till be lad obwirwi the manor 
of S/teriarnty with an intention to reftore it to 
Raleigh its juft owner : tbo'by'hjs untimely death 
- this good intention did not take effeft. Ral. lift, 
p. 164,165. 
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vorced from her husband, apd for com- 
bining with her to poifon his friend, 
who had diftuaded him from that ill flcp. 
The fete of Sir Thomas Overbuy, the 
darfc and dreadful fecne of guilt that 
ufhered it in ; and the part thole two 
great criminals a£tcd in that tragedy, are 
recounted by all hiftorians. Tho the 
horrible tranfa&ion lay yet wrapt up in 
darknefs, and was not discovered till 
two years after, remorfe and tne up- 
braidings of confidence purlued Somerfet 
every where. Thro all the fplendor of 
fortune and favour, the trouble of his 
mind was vifible in his countenance, in 
his whole deportment. He grew by 
degrees to neglect his pcrfon and drefs. Cob, 
His fprightlinefe of temper left him : and 
his converfation, from being gay and en- 
tertaining, was become cold, ferious, 
and gloomy. This alteration in him was, 
Quickly followed by a change in the 
King's affections ; which had no deeper 
or more folid foundation than thefe ex- 
petnal and flight accomplilhments. The 
Courtiers, 
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Courtiers, whom envy and inrereft ren- 
der extremely {harp- lighted, quickly diC 
covered this change, and improved it. 
An. i6ij. Luckily for their defigns, there now ap- 
1 ""- 'pearcd at court another young man, fit- 
ted by natute to draw the curiofity of 
James, and to fupplant the Earl of So- 
merfet in his favour. This was the fa- 
inifi» t mous George Viltters, the younger foo 
p 79 ' of a good family in Leicefterjhire s after- 
wards Duke of Buckingham. As the 
furprizing elevation of this youth had a 
particular influence on the future for- 
tunes, and even on the fall, of Six 
fraycis Bacon, his character will de. 
fcrve a place at large in this hiftory. 

His mother, who could not give 
him a fortune, beftowed on him iuch 
an education as might enable him to ac- 
quire one, cfpecially in a court like this. 
The advantages he owed to nature, fuch 
as a handfpme face, a body exactly pro- 
. portioned, an cafe and graccfulnefs. in 
his motions, fhe had taken care to im- 
prove 
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prove "with that elegance of manners, 
that artificial politcnefs, and skill of ex- 
celling in trifles, which are the laft fi- 
mfhings of a French education: In a 
word, he was juft returned from his tra- 
vels, and accomplifhed in all thole agree- 
able and frivolous arts, which were a 
certain recommendation to the favour 
of James, The Earls of Ttmbroke 
and Bedford, with fome other Lords 
who were fecrct enemies to Somerfet, af- 
ter drefling out this youth With a ftudied 
exactnefs, placed him to advantage in 
the King's eye, at a comedy. That 
monarch was immediately fmitten with 
his race, air, and appearance; which 
yet he endeavoured for fome time to con- 
ceal. Nay he carried this diffimulation 
fo far, that he would needs be follcited 
by the Queen to receive Villiets into his 
bofom : imagining the world would be 
thus deceived into a belief that he rather 
followed her advice, in this matter, than 
his own inclination. Such was the King- 
craft on which he fo highly valued him- 
felf. 
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felf. The Queen was not eajily prevail- 
ed with to take thisftep; of which fh€ 
jfcjAwrtAforefew all the confequences. At laft, 
sh. ,. ' however, fhe yielded to the Archbifhop's 
importunity} felling him at the fame 
time, that thofe Who laboured moll to 
promote J r tllierS might be the firft to 
feel his ingratitude. Upon this he was 
immediately knighted, and declared Gen- 
tleman of the Bedchamber : the herd of 
Courtiers rivalling each other in their 
offers of friendfhip and fervice to him* 
fate*. Some of them even defcended to under- 
take his quarrels, and brave fuch as were 
flill in Soffterfet's intereft. 

Among thofe who courted the rifing 
favourite, none was more zealous" than 
Sir Francis Bacon i as none was able to 
ferve him more nobly, or more ufeful- 
iy. Vtlliers had ar thistime fenfe enough 
to feel his inexperience in bufuiefs, and 
therefore had recourie to our Author 
for his advice : which he gave him fully 
in a letter, (till extant among his works i 
written 
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written with ft) fuperior a judgment and ^"j, , 
To much honcft freedom, that 1c docs p. 564. ' 
honour equally to his head and heart. 
He has ranged his thoughts under feven 
or eight principal topics of consideration, 
and entered into an accurate detail of 
what a minifter ought to know and prac* 
tlfe. In another letter to him, he has 
theft remarkable words: " It is now 
** time that you fhould refer your actions 
" chiefly to the good of your Sovereign, 
" and your Country. It is the life of a 
** bcaft always to eat, and never to cxer- 
** cife. In this dedication of your ffelf 
" to the public, I recommend to you 
" principally that which I think washe- 
* ver done iince I was born, and which, 
" not done, hath bred almoft a wilder- 
u nefs and IbUtude in the King's fcrvice; 
" which is, that you countenance, and 
" encourage, and advance able and vir- 
"** tuous men in all kinds, degrees, and 
'** profeffions." This excellent advice 
the Favourite received with chankfulnefs j 
■and ncgleftcd. 

Tho 
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An. 1616. Xho the King's patlion was now 
*"* v """ wholly diverted upon anew object, he 
(till affcaed to treat Somerfet with kind- 
ne6 and diftinction : even after the dif- 
covcry of his being an accomplice ini 
poifoning Sir Thomas Oierbury had 
""">" rendered this diffimulation not only 
P8 '" mean but criminal. Yet he continued k 
to the laft, embracing with fondnefs the 
man whom he had fecretly ordered to be 
arretted) and entreating him to haften his 
return, when he believed he fhould never 
fechimmore. Infuchtrifleshewasfond 
to»«ert his talent of political manage- 
ment, the Eatl's unhappy paffio'n for 
the young Counrefs of Effex was the 
fourcc of all his misfortunes, and drew 
after it the moft terrible confequences .- 
-ending, as I have already obferved, in 
the murder of his friend s in the ruin of 
himfelf, and of her to whom he had 
treacheroufly&crificed that friend. The 
Whole affair is difplayed at fail length in 
out Authot's charges againft thofe two' 
prime agents in that infernal confpiracy. 



ibvGoogle 



CHANCELLOR. BACON. 6j 

They were both found guilty, fentenccd M »r »4* 
to die, and afterwards pardoned by thesits-Tr^ 
King; notwithftanding his folemn im-jj^jj-*' 
precations to the contrary; dn himfelf 348- 
•nd his pofteriryt 

Certain hlftorlans have remarked; 
that there was ibmething, in the be- 
haviour of Somerfet before his tryal* 
lingular and myftcrious: and that his 
matter likewife icemed to labour under a 
fecret anxiety of mind, equally furprif- 
ing. The Earl, they pretend, laid aloud 
in the tower; that the King durft not 
bring him to a tryal. Others reject this 
account as a downright calumny, invent-* 
cd merely to fix a black and cruel impu- 
tation on that Prince's memory ; or affirm 
at leaft that it was founded only in popular 
rumour and malicious conjecture. But . 
that there was more in it than conjecture; 
may be proved by undoubted authority $ 
by fomc original letters of Sir Franc/} 
Bacon, then Attorney-General, and par- 
ticularly employed in this very affair. 
F Thofe 
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Thofe letters have, I think, cfcaped the 
observation of all our writers :. I (hall 
therefore quote from them fuch paffages 
as may icrvc to throw fornc light on this 
dark tranfa&ion, t ho not enough perhaps 
, to difcovcr the darker motives that in- 
fluenced the King's and the Earl's be- 
haviour in it. 

"TV,- Tames himfelf fcle&ed certain pa- 
Lett. 133. tons to examine Simerfet With all fe- 
crecy, and marked out to them the par- 
ticular articles on which they were to 
interrogate him. They had withal or- 
ders to work upon his ©bftiaate t empcr 
by every method of per fuafion and terror: 
to give him now hopes of the King's com. 
paflion and mercy j and now to aflurc 
him that the evidence was full to convid 
him, fo as there needed neither confef 
Vol. iv. fion nor fiipply of examinatkw. Maam, 
,j6, who was: one of them, adds thai they 
found his deportment fbber and seodeft, 
differing apparently from other times. 
In another, letter he has thefe Kiaarkable 
words: 
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words; " Thar fame little chftfm Which 
u m&ybc&cialylafufcdin&SettMrfit's 
" car fome hours before bis ttyal wa* 
" excellently well thought of by his 
" Majcfty: only I could wilh it a tittle 
." enlarged ; for if it be no more but to 
" iparc his blood, he hath a kind of 
*' proud humour that may overwork the 
" medicine/' All this was to be done 
with much caution and privacy; for the 
very Serjeants, appointed to manage pate 
of the tryal, were net yet la the &er«* 
how the King would have it carried on; 
and therefore Bacen, to ouvcr from them 
what he knew of the matter, delved that 
ibme general heads of direction might he 
Jent to them all. ftoax benoe it appeals 
that James (hewed an extreme tblicicude 
about the Earl's behaviour, and the event 
of thv affair. To what can it be a«txi* 
bumdf His affie&on for femtrfit ww 
extmgujfheeU sad- ho lay under the ftrong- 
.eft obligations of public honour and ju£ 
tice not to fcreen, from the cenfure of 
the law, a man Y'hofe guilt was of the 
F 2 moll 



(DvGoogle 



THE LIFE OF" THE LORt> 

molt cry i ng enormity. The Earl's Sand- 
ing mure, or denying that guilt, cfpeci- 
ally as the proofs of it were throng and 
pregnant, could bring no poifible im- 
putation on his name. Why then all this 
dark practice ? all thefe artifices of the 
perfons who examined him, only to make 
him fubm it to be tried, and to keep him 
in due temper during his tryal? There is 
ftill more. James ordered his Attorney- 
General to forecaft and put in Writing 
every poifible cafe with regard to the 
tryal, and accompany them with his own 
opinion on each > that no furprize might 
happen, but that things duly forefeeh 
might have their directions and remedies 
in readinefs. Accordingly Sir Francis 
Bacon fent a writing of that purport, 
on which there are fevetal obfervations 
in the King's own harid. I will only 
quote one paflage from it : " AH theic 
" points of mercy and favour to Somtt- 
" fet arc to be underftood with this li- 
" hjitation ; if he do not, by his coil- 
" temptuous and infolent carriage at 
"the 
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lf the Bar, make himfclf incapable and 
" unworthy of them." The King's re- 
mark in the margin is in thefe words : 
" That danger is. well to be forefeen, 
** left he upon the one part commit un- 
" pardonable errors ; and I on the other 
" part fcem to punifh him in the fpirit 
*■ of revenge," Same rfet was not to be 
tried for any offence againft the King - t 
but for the barbarous murder of a pri- 
vate man and his friend. What then 
means the contemptuous carriage that is 
fo muc-h apprehended! What are the 
unpardonable errors it may lead him to 
Commit i If he reflected on a matter, to 
whom he had been fo much obliged,, 
only for giving him up to a fair and equal 
tryal, to a tryal by many circumftances 
rendered inevitable ; that would, in the 
opinion of all mankind, only aggravate 
his crime, and furnifh a new motive to 
that mafter for letting the fentencc of 
juftice pais upon him in all its rigor.- 
After thefe particulars, 1 may venture to. 
mention a fact related by Sir Anthony. 
F 3 midon, 
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/ftAA», wfc© ftys that when the lien- 
tenam of- th* Tower, Sir George M*? t 

i. p.106. fbr his tryal oil the morrow, he abso- 
lutely refined to appear wilefi ihcy drag- 
ged him to it bj 1 violence* adding, that 
the King durft not bring him to tryaj. 
AftonHhed at futh rafti and dangerous 
cstpreffions, the Lieutenant, tho it vp 
then midnight, Vent and demanded an 
audience of the King, to iriform him of 
what had pafted. Jatner, upon hearing 
his ftory, bnrft into a pafltan of rears, 
and mtreated .Afpw to ufe his trrmoft 
skill- tnjon his prifoner and; fbo£fi,e- -hjntt 
by whatever means, into proper tempe* 
and fnbmiffioiT. This M**e undertook 
ro do, and by a irratagcm effefied k. 
Weldon affirms he had thte ftory from 
the Lieutenant'? own month: and tho 
he is a partial writer, and Indulges Mm- 
fclf m a humoar of liccnrions fcmdaf, 
?he authentic youefcers 1 have produced; 
fender his anecdote not improbable, 
pther cKCLimftances, mentioned by thofe 
who 
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who have profcfledly written of this 
reign, I therefore omit : and (hall only 
add, that there i« in the Cabala a letter 
to King7«»«, from Smurjit after his CaUU, 
condemnation, of a very peculiar turn. 5i t ! ,°6 9 , E " 
He defiret that his eftate may be conti- 
nued to him intire, inaftile rathcrpf ex- 
portulation and demand than of humi- 
lity and application: and thro the affect- 
ed obfeurity of feme exprcflions, one 
may dUcover, that thete was an impor- 
tant fecret in his keeping, of which the 
King dreaded a difcovery. The iflue 
was, that Jamts continued to him a 
peniton of foot thou&nd pounds a year, 
as long a* he lived. 

Prihce Hemj died in the year 
16u, wuverfcliy lamented. His excel- 
lent qualities had endeared him to the 
love and expeflationa of all England, 
Gtrmankns was not more the darling 
of the Rttnm people: and the untime- 
ly death of both thofc Princes was uni- 
vcrfaily believed to have been procured 
F 4 t* 
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by poifon. He had expreffed, on alt 
pecafions, an abhorrence of minions, 
and an utter contempt of Semerjet: he 
had even declared a firm resolution, to 
humble both him and the family into 
which he was allied, if ever he came to 
reign. Whether the unaccountable tran£ 
aftion I have been relating has any re- 
ference to the death of this amiable 
Ptincc, or whether it docs not point ra- 
ther to an affair of a very different na- 
ture, the reader is left to determine. 

Villiers, now without a rival in 
the King's afte&ions, was every day re- 
ceiving new proofs. of his bounty} at 
the lame time that he more than fliared 
with him the cxercife of his authority. 
In the courlc of a few years he was made 
Gentleman of the Bed-chamber, Matter 
of the Horfe, Knight of the Garter, Eart, 
Marquis and Duke of Butfttngkaip, 
Chief Jufticein Eyre of all the Forefts, 
and Lord High Admiral afEqgtanJ. 
One of ;thofe prodigies of fortune, *ho 

... .1 ... -jTfjj 
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rife now and then upon the world, as 
the vulgar imagine of comets, at once 
toaftonifh and fcourge it: a fignal in- 
fiance of the wantonnefs of Sovereign 
power, and how far it may irtfult human 
kind in exalting and adorning what it 
(hould neglect or contemn. He drew 
up after him an obfeure kindred, nume- 
rous and indigent, beftowed on them - 
places of truft and profit, married them 
into the noblcft families, and graced 
.them ail with dignities, which were to 
be Supported "at the common expence of 
a whole people $ to whom if any one 
of them was merely harmlcfs, it was 
his utmoft praifc. After having read, 
not only what the enemies of this favou- 
rite have: faid againft him, but all that his 
partisans have alledgcd on his behalf, I do 
not find, during the whole time of his 
influence under two reigns, an influence 
fuprcmc and unbounded, that he ever pro. 
jeded one fctterae for. the benefit of his 
country, or. ever executed one under- 
taking to its honour : the only great 
Criterion 
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Criterion by which we ought to judge 
thofc men that adminiftcr the public. 
The breaking -off the Sfanijb match at 
laft Was folely a faciifice to his own va- 
nity and refentment On the caprice 
of this youth, however, the firft and 
ablcft men in the kingdom were to de- 
pend entirely, for their accefs at conn, 
for their advancement, for any oppor- 
tunity of being able to ferve their coun- 
try and their Sovereign. Sir Francis 
Bacon was fenfible of this, and courted 
his friendmip with a particular applica- 
tion. But he muft have felt all the fer- 
vitude and difagreeablencfi of his fitua- 
'STlv. ? ion » wIlcn > *° ** w* 11 witl > *h* King, 
utter he found it neceffary to turn Steward to 
the eftate newly beftowed on this young 
man ; to ftudy the ways and means qf 
improving his lands, and of rendering 
his places moft profitable to him. It Is 
true he found hh account in this fervkct 
as it proved the fureft means of his own 
f rcferment : but, *o a great and worthy 
mind, preferment fo meanly obtained is 
difgracc>. 
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difg Acer, only a Itttle difguiftd and gild- 
ed CtfCI. 

The Lord Chancellor EgertM, bro- c*h*ia, 
ken with age and infirmities, had oftcn p '" 9 " 
petitioned the King to be difmiucd from 
his laborious employment. He was 
now feventy {even years old, and had 
piefidcd in the court of Chancery from 
Che year if^tf, with an nnWemHhed re- 
putation as a judge in private cafes : bat 
his public conduft had been always fram- 
ed to the directions of the court with an 
obfequkxjfneis, of dangerous example 
in one, Whohetd Co great and important 
a truft. To this h^ dignity Sir Francif 
Bacon pri v at e l y aipired : and as it was 
the utmoft icope of his ambition, he had 
aimed all his endeavours in the King's 
fervicc tq merit it at his hands. He 
took care, at the lame rime, toftrength- 
en his pretentions by the credit of Buck, 
fatghattl. His ambition even made him 
defcefld to artifices, that are as common 
In courts, as they arc mean and unwar- 
rantable i 
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rantabie. He endeavoured to rui» in 
the King's good opinion fuch men as, the 
voice of the public might probably de- 
sign to the fame office, and whom he 
therefore considered as his rivals. He 
was particularly jealous of Sir .Edward 

Vol. IV. Q^f, and represented him as One who 
"" "*' abounded, in his own ierjfei one who 
affected popularity, and likely to. court 
the good will of the nation at the hazard 
of the prerogative. For himtclf, he 
placed his great merit, in obedience and, 
fubmilHon; in the intercft he had a- 
mong the Commons, and in being able, 
. to influence the lower Houfc of Parlia- 
ment : a fervice which he magnifies as 
more important in. a Chancellor, than 
to judge in equity between party and 

rimPaf? 'party. This opinion of his own popu. 

turn. p. larityin the nation was not groundlcfs. 

* 74 " The Parliament that met in 1614, tho 
extremely out of humour with the mi- 
niftersin general, dlftinguifhcd him by 
an uncommon mark • of favour and 
confidence. An obje&ion having been 
ftarted 
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(tartcd in the houfe of Commons, that a 
feat there was incompatible with the 
office of Attorney-General, which re- 
quired his frequent attendance in the 
upper houfe: the Commons, from their 
particular regard for Sir Francis Bacon, 
and for that time only, over-ruled the 
objection ; and he was accordingly al- 
lowed to take his place among them. 
If I obferve further, that the King railed 
him to the dignity of a Privy Counfel- 
lor while he was (till in this very office, 
it will be inftead of many inftances to 
mew, with what an addrcfiful prudence 
he fleered his courle betwixt the court 
and the nation. He was thus favoured 
by a Prince, who exacted from all his 
fcrvants an implicit fubmiffion to his 
maxims of government: He gave no 
umbrage to a parliament whom theft 
maxims had rendered jealous of the 
Prince, and of almoft every man in his 
favour. But to return. 

; Th.es 1 
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An. 1617. These insinuations had their dcftrecf 
effect. Upon the Chariceltot's volun- 
tary refighation of the feals, they Were 
given to Sit Francis Bacon, with the 
title Of Lord Keeper, on the feventh 
Vol. IV. at March i6if. Td/whatintereft he 
166. mote particularly owed this promotion 
we may iearn from his letter of acknow- 
ledgment, writrcn that very day, to the 
Earl of Budanghami 

A jew days after he had the feale de- 
livered to him, the King went a progress 
into Scotland, carrying -with him the 
Favourite, who was likewife his prime 
Minifter : for to him all bufincis, pub- 
tic or private, was addrcfled; and ac- 
cording 10 tut fancy, for the moft part 
determined. The great affair thai «*tt- 
ployed the deliberations of his ceunftl 
about this tunc, aadhadafatatinflsefttt 
on has rondud ever after, was the map- 
riage of Prince Charles with the Infanta 
of Spain. In this refolution, tho con- 
trary to all the rules of good policy, he 
perfifted 
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pcrfiftcd for fcven years together * a- 
gainft his own incereft, againft the uni- 
versal voice of his people: only to pro- 
cure the imaginary honour of an alliance 
with a crowned head ; for all other alli- 
ances he thought below his dignity. Sir 
Frsmcis Bscm who (aw thro the vanity &*«*, 
and danger of this intention, but whoLta'. 171, 
wanted resolution to be greatly honcft, 
contenfed himicif with infinuating Softly, 
that it would be ncccflary to have the 
council unanimous in their fuffrage on 
the occafton, whatever might be their 
private fentkntms. This hint was not 
Sufficient to open the King's eyes. On 
the contrary, he run blindfold into the 
iharc that Gwndtmvr was fptcading for 
tun. That famous Statesman, as much 
by his buffooneries as by his talent for 
intrigue, had gained an afefolutc afcea- 
dam over J amis, leading him on front 
error to «&ror : tilt in the *nd he made 
him facaficehis coaftience to the Pope, 
and his honour to the refcatmenrs of 
Tbilifr y in the murder of his bxaveft JTub- 
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jeft Sir Walter Raleigh the laft terror of 
Spain, and the only furviving favourite 
of Queen Elisaabeth. The 'Dutch too 
made advantage of the King's weaknefi 
andneccultfcs. As the cautionary towns 
were ftill in the hands of thcEngliJb, tht 
States were under fome apprchennons 
that the Spanifh Miniflxy might prevail 
Rafit. upon James, who could not poffibly con- 
ceal his fondnefs for the match in treaty, 
to put thofe important places into their 
power. They knew at the lame time 
that his treafury was exhausted; and that 
his courtiers were infatiable. To bring 
their purpofe about, they ccafed all at 
once to pay the Engli/b who garrifbned 
thofe places, as by their treaties they 
were obliged to do. Complaint being 
made of this to the 'Dutch Envoy at 
London, he infinuated, as ftom himfclf, 
to fome of the Miniftcrs, that if King 
JameS would defire it of the States j 
they, out of confideration for him, 
would take up money at exorbitant in- 
tereft, and in one payment difcharge the 
whole 
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/W. T,W&ftj»MSI»«><*e«eft. 3/mti 
wrote to thpSmej,: spi«he.'»)»t«et ww 
iajroediWi 1W W «8M ia <>'»V The 
PWjSotW* <8f^W«vfe *(*?■» *«! fcM 
b*«l, Wn4wi*«i ttas afeh with fc omch, 
ad4B*„ ji»f;rtoKingagMe<iio4tliv<». 
ujt tht wfttawr towns f« iciij than 
H^ee-milliees of tk>rta$ iftlfcuqf eight 

£tffc befidift the tnnwfft fat Mibcw 

iu«WS8 <»£>? eightcsfflysat* $u*h ac« 
tin? <aew««f «Ul«««gw ftronljUQ dc» 
pn6 the TOM».a»4 difafte fa jx»der. : 

OijBtH«»teK"«s^ «Mw«f infect* 
/4»(4tJ)«(;l«jHNiw4«(isSw. whsrwifti 
Wf <H>41 i»f«W«M tiiit *s it lef* w» 
in«» fa iru* gwtW Of fa«fc tiPfWS, »nd 
feiw* tq (hew in, wfcM wifemU* (ubiep. 
*is>« fa Ewqwfc».hs(4 s\lj fafc who 
ieete in »utili« ejnplqunsM*' * ww. 
upon fa psint of tMinwe Sit .ftw* , 
Bm<m, fas«ltob*Wj»AcQnttibut» 

ed U^ntif^i no; fax any error or negli- 
G gense 
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gence in their Matter's fcrvice, but mere- 
ly for an opinion given in a thing that 
only regarded his own family. Indeed 
fuch was the levity, fuch the infolcnce 
of his power, that the capric»6us.removal i 
of men from their, places became the 
prime diftinction of his- thirteen years 
¥£?£., favour: which, as Bifhop Racket ob- 
/w«u,part ferves, was like a fwceping flood, that at 
»• P- '9- evcrv (pting-tide takes from one land, to 
call what it has taken upon another. 
The affair was this. The year before, 
my Lord- Coke-had been removed from 
his place of Chief-Jufticc and difgraced : 
The Court having found him, infeveral 
inftances, nafriend to arbitrary will and 
plcafiire, or to the prerogative, as it was - 
called s but refdlutely bent to maintain ; 
the integrity and honour of his pott. 
One <Peacham had been accufed of in- 
ferring in a- fermon feveral pafiages ac- 
counted treafonable, for 1 it Items they 
reflected on theminiftry; but iila fermon 
never preached, -nor ever intended to be' 
made public. The King, who Vras be- 
yond 
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yond meafure jealous on this head, fear- 
ing the man might either be acquitted 
on his tryaf, Or not condemned to a ca- 
pital punifhrneht, had ordered his Attor- . 
ney-General Bacon to foisnd-rhc Judgesutrc' 
before-hand, and gather their opinions,* 1 *- 
fecretly and apart. My Lofd Coke ob- 
ftinateJy rerofed to dccHrc his; looking 
on this auricular taking of opinions, for 
fo he named it, as not according to the 
cuftoms of the realm, but new and of 
pernicious tendency. About the fame 
time he had determined a caufc at com' 
moh law. The plaintiff, who thought SaMt 
himfclf injured, would not abide by his J° l - r IV * 
deci/ion, but applied to Chancery foriaj. "+*■ 
relief: where the defendant refufed to 
appear, difclaiming the authority of that 
courts in which he was fupported by 
the Chief-Jufticc, who threatened the 
Chancellor with apremunirc, ground- 
ed ona ftatutc made 37th Ed. Ill, for 
thus invading the limits of his jurifdlc- 
tion. The King, who thought his pre- 
rogative ftruck at anew in this attack on 
C s the 
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the court of his abiblute power, o&Bacen 
fiales it, had the matter ezanuned before 
the Council; who condemned the Chief- 
Juftice for what he had done, an tt obliged 
hun to nu^e a fubmiifion on his knees. 
But what compleated the diftafte taken fa 
him, was his behaviour in a cauic of the 
Bifhop of Litchfield and Qaventrj, to 
whom the King had granted a vacant 
church in Commendam. Serjeant GW- 
Letter borne, who was council againft theBHhop, 
•+M+5- - m a ^gvjing the cafe had maintained fevo- 
ral positions, reckoned prejudicial and 
derogatory to the King's rnpreme and . 
imperial power, which was affirmed cqr 
bedifBnft from, and of a higher -nator*. 
than his ordinary authority. Informed 
of this, jfatmtf, by Jus Attorney Gene- 
ral Bocm, ordered the Judges to &ay 
further proceedings in that buftueis,. till 
they had consulted with, him. The. 
Judges ailcrabled, and unaaimoufly a- 
greed, that they could- not obey the or- 
der ;, that the. letter they had received was 
contrary .to law > that, by their oath and 
"'.' ". the 



ibyGoogle 



CHANCELLOR BACON. 

the duty of their places, they were not 
to delay Juftice; that they had therefore 
proceeded in the cauic at the time fixed : 
and of this they certified the King in a 
writing under all their hands. Upon 
this remonftrance, he writ them an an- 
gry letter, and peremptorily commanded 
them to ftay all proceedings, till his re- 
turn to London. They, were then funv 
moned before the Council, and fharply 
reprimanded for fuffering the popular 
lawyers to queftlon his prerogative * 
whkh was represented aS facred and 
tranfeondent, not to be handled or men- 
tioned in vulgar argument. At laft rail- 
ing his voice, to frighten them into fub- 
nuffion, be put this qucftion to them 
Severalty; " if, at any time, in a cafe 
.** depending before the Judges, he con- 
H ceivod it to concern him cither in pro- 
V fit or power, and thereupon required 
** to co«uilt with them, and that they 
" ihould ftay proceedings in the mean 
'* time ; whether they ought not to ftay 
u _ them accordingly i" They all, thj; 
G $ Chief 
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Chief Juftice only excepted, acknow- 

v*mv ' ct *S c d i* tnc * r duty to ^° *°* His an- 

Letter ' fiver deferves tobe for ever remembred: 

>4S- « That when fuchacafe happened, he 

" would do that which fhould be fit for 

" a Judge to do." 

Yet this great Lawyer, who had the 
honcft courage ro rcfift the King to his 
fact-, wanted that independance of mind 
which alone enables a map to bear ■ foli- 
tude, and an acquaintance with hirofelf. 
His diigrace, which reflected more ho- 
nour-on him than all his preferments, he 
knew not how to fiipport : and therefore 
foon after fued to be xcinftated in the 
King's favour. To recover it, he mean- 
ly enough courted the Favourite with 
an offer, which he would not hear of 
when it was formerly made to him. 
Ixtw While in power, henad refuftd to give 
F77> '78- his daughter in marriage to Sir jf aim Vis- 
iters, tiot without marks .of difreipecr. 
He now fubmiflivcly entreated the fame 
perfon to honour him with his alliance: 
• and 
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and employed Secretary Winwoodia in- 
form the Earl of Buckingham of his 
extreme concern for what had paired 
with regard to the Earl's brother; that 
is. now paffionatcly wHhed the treaty 
might -be renewed and accomplifhed : 
adding that they fhould make their own 
terms of Settlement, if his propofal was 
accepted. At the young lady was not 
only a celebrated beauty, but a gteat 
fortune, the pecfon molt interested made 
no difficulty to clofc with this propofal : 
and his mother' recommended it to her 
Second fon with warmth. . This alarm- 
ed the Lord-Keeper Baffin. Ever jea- 
lous of Coh'.s reputation, and at odds 
with him; ' he dreaded his 'alliance with 
fo powerful a family." Hiskiiaginatiori 
fuggefted to him all the danger that 
threatned his prefent and-fiiture fdrtunes 
from this union: and hC'couid not for- 
get that, he hadlately tfeatcd : his anta- Lstterij,. 
gonift withafrecdom thatrather infultcd" Lakm 
than admonifhed him. Thefe appro- 
henfions made him oaft about how to! 
- ■-•'-":« G 4 defeat 
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defeat the iiftehded much, by railing 
iuch objections to it as might -touch the. 
King *nd his Favourite m point of pubih: 
hohout and adyaiKage. ilk letters to 
both, ojatbAt^KCBiton, atslnitten^iA 
tlic petpkxttyof a man whofotfrsfciiie- 
thing hcista>wiia*gtoo»*; tthkhyot 
his prudence pafles oyer with* iteming 
unconcern, tt> cnlaigc ' onty upon con»- 
(•derations that regard tho& whom he 
"Would Ik thought to km. Bat this 
management /proved inoflfc&ual, it was 
refeated by the End trf Siuinigimik, 
and checked by a rough arifwer frhmtbe 
King. thcJJadyCi^Wtt^Urirccn*- 
ed of the part he was acting, gavea loofe 
to her tongne, and Ruled et'him Uirii 
.bitternefi natural to women *hot abef 
arc thwarted ia any tavodtite jtariirifoT 
intereft or (Million. Hating itm, m. 
prevent a di&tot and uncertain Jhnger, 
involved himfelf in ohef ate was rt^ 
and immediate,, tw made no fanpje «o 
change fid® M cukc: tp.Qa directly *. 
gajnft his former opinions audio ocft* 
> unasked 
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^masked bis inttrcft in the young Lady's 1**** 
Mod*erfor promotitig the match, he 
ihad juft been labouring to difeppoint. 
pn fiich trivial accidents do the fortunes 
**f nraufters depend: and to fuch little 
iandflncmcfol am » ambition often ob- 
digod to ftoop. Nor «ren thus did he 
prtteaitfy regain his credit with r?#r* 
axgbtm. The family continued to load 
•hira 'with r eproa c hes : and he remained 
long under riut agony of heart which an 
alpiring man muft foci, when his power 
and dignity are at the mercy of a King's 
minion, young, and giddy with his ele- 
vation, and who thinks nimfclf offend- 
ed. ^They were however reconciled at 
laft; and their friehdihip, ifobfequiouf- 
nefs in one to all the humours of the 
other deferves the name of friendfliip, 
Continued without interruption for fome 
years : 'while Bite hngham went on daily 
to place and dilplace the great officers of 
the Crown, as wantonncfsorYancy, Gran- 
ger, or mrereft led him ; to recommend or 
oTfcountenance every .private per Ion who 
had 
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had a fuit depending in. any court, juft as 
he was influenced ; to authorize and pro* 
tefl: every illegal ptojeft, that could 
fcrvc raoft fpecdily to enrich .bitn&If oc 
his kindred. I« a word, betbccaiftc for- 
midable even to .the matter who had 
raifed him from the dun\ and who 
mould haye (till a wed. him by his autho- 
rity: and this amidft. the diflipatidn of 
a life, given up to idle amufements, ot 
lullved with criminal pleafures. 

An. 1619. In the beginning of }6i% Sit Francis 
*— **— ' Bacon was Created Lord High Chancellor 
of England, and ftiortly after Baron of 
Verulam ; which yitle he exchanged, the 
year following, for that of Vifcount St* 
Alban. Such events in his life as thefe 
may be palled over flightly : he was fo 
great a man, that external honours could 
add no luftrc to his name. Indeed had 
they been the immediate reward of thole 
nobler fervices he had done, and was ftill 
meditating to do his country, they might 
defcrve more particular notice, for the 
fake of Him who bellowed" them. 

Neither 
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- Neither the weight and variety of 
bufinefs, nor the pomps of a Court, 
could divert his attention from the ftudy 
of philofophy. Thofe were his avoca- 
tions and encumbrances : this was his 
beloved employment, and almoft the 
only pleafure in which he indulged his 
freer and better hours. He gave to the 
public in 1620 his Novum Organon, as An. 16 to. 
a fecond part to his grand Inftauration of' (v ~"~ ' 
the Sciences: a work that for twelve 
years together he had been methodizing, 
altering, polifhing s rill he had laboured 
the whole into a icries of aphorifms, as 
it now appears. Of all his writings this 
feems to have undergone the ftrifteft re- 
vifion, and to be finiihed with the fevercft 
judgment. Indeed the form into which 
it is caft admits of nothing foreign, of no- 
thing merely ornamenral. The lights and 
embellishments of imagination, the grace 
and harmony of ftile, are rejected here, as 
beauties either fuperfluous, or of an in- 
ferior nature. The Author has befides 
made ufc of feveral terms in a new and 
peculiar 
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pccu3iatfenfe,yiu«h may have difcoura- 
gcd Come readers, as it has made others 
imagine them equally unintelligible with 
the horrors of a vacuum, the quiddities, 
and fubftantial forms, of the philofophy 
which he attempted to dlfcrcdlt : and 
therefore, of all his writings it has bceft 
the f eaft read, or underftood. It was in- 
tended as a more ufefut, a moreeKtcnfive 
Logic than the world had yet been ac- 
quainted with. An art not conversant a- 
bout fy llogi (ms,and modes of argumenta- 
tion, that may be ferviceable fomctimes in 
arranging truths already known, or inde- 
teding fallacies that lie concealed among 
our own rcafonings andthofe of other 
men : but 1 an art inventive of arts; pro- 
ductive of neWiiifcoveries, real, impor- 
tant, and of general life to human life. 
This he propofed, by turning oar atten- 
tion from notionsto things j ftom theft 
fubtle and frivolous fpecnlations that daz- 
zle, not enlighten, rhe underftanding, to a 
fober and fenfrble inveftigation of the laws 
and powers of nature, in a way becoming 
fages 
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fagcs who make trudund information the 
fole aim of their enquiries. In order to 
this, his firft endeavour was to weed out of 
the mind fuch errors as naturally grow in 
it, or have been planted there by educa- 
tion, and cheriihed by the influence of men 
Whole writings had long claimed a right 
of prefer ipr ion to rale and miflead man' 
kind. To a mind thus prepared for 
loltruction, he proposes the iccond and 
fcientifical part of his fcheme, the true 
method of interpreting nature, by lid 
andobfetvatioBi by found and genuine 
Muitim, widely differing from that 
puerile art which till then had iblcly 
prevailed in phiMophy. Hurojuiresa 
fafficiear, w affawtt «elMtion of ia- 
flaaces, gathered with iagacity and «- 
corded With iMptftW pbinMfij, on 
both*dcsof the ejieAwn: from which, 
after Tiewing them in. all poffible lights, 
to be fiire that no contradictory butanccs- 
caa he brought, feme portion -of.tfefiil 
truth, lading on tafinthet diftovertes, 
may he « iaft feisty deduce*. In that 
way, 
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way, experiments and rcafonings grow 
up together, to mpport and illuftrate each 
other mutually, in every part of fdence; 

An. i6n. As we ate now approaching towards 
1- ~ v ~— 'the moft mcmotable event of our Au- 
thor's public life, which ended in a me- 
lancholy reverfc of his fortune and ho- 
nour, k will be ncccflary to trace, ftep by 
ftcp, the caules that produced it : espe- 
cially as the affair has not been hitherto ■ 
considered in the point of view that ren- 
ders it moft interesting and inftru&ivc. ; 
It will, I believe, appear with evidence, 
chat, whatever his crimes ; niight be, he- 
was facrificed to the fafcty' of another, 
far more criminal than himfclf : - and 
that this was the aft of an' ill- judging- 
matter, with whom it wasa greater merit 
to be aniuimg in any degree*, than to be- 
fcrviccable in the greateft. ■' ■'■■'.< ■■■"■; 

AfcfONG- the weaknerfes of : King* 

James, his vanity was the moft per ni-i 

cious, to his own family, and to the 

nation 
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nation in general. He placed an infinite 
value oil certain chimerical advantages 
that met in his perfbn j on that inherent 
right by which he pretended the crown 
of England was devolved to him > on 
his long acquaintance with the prime' 
myftcries of government, and on his 
uncommon a'ceomp lifhmeh ts in learning. 
His favourite maxim was, that he who 
knows riot how tbdtflemble, knows hot 
how to reign r but he Teems not to have 
heard of a Second maxim, without which 
the firft cannot be foecefsrui, even for a 
time ; to ' conceal every appearance of 
cunning, and to deceive Under the guile 
of candor and good faith. He, on the 
contrary, mewed his whole game at 
once, to his own fiibjecls and to foreign- 
ers alike; Co that in his attempts upon 
the former, in his negociations with the 
latter, this Solomon was the only dupe. 
A great mare of learning he certainly 
had, but of learning that a King' ought 
not to be acquainted with; trie very rc- 
fu'fe-of the fchools, which fetved for lit- 
tle 
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tie elfe, but to funiiih him with an inc. 

pertinent fluency, on every (ubjeft : an4 

he indulged himfelf in. the ftucteign per 

dantry ,df feeing it to.fliewj 9n»»ejy : 

occafton. On all thefe heads, be wat, 

cwoUcd without mea&r* bjr the. rnoft 

peftilent of flatterers, gravc.andrcvcrcni 

Ecckfiaftics : for which, and becauft 

they encouraged him in an unnrinccjy 

application of his talentj he,, on manjf 

0^af^ns,.tnajje Ms jiowcf the nieto b* 

ftrmwent to gratify their prions and lutt 

c£ dominion- They, In return,. foun4 , 

''" "~ " ' "~'~ -ittcident.apd fu$e- : 

even ». divine right 

*cd, without cpji, . 

£nne, horribjc *t , 

rivf.ftcwlifrjjture,i 

junji, wtych &/.&. 

,. i* Wfiuld be, «,>* 

• v .«a4 dciaoiHftsy 

, „ sd TOtjjgs, yai, 

Infbircd," po< by God, but.b 1 y- few* Bfr 
ins, bjs opjKjli're and the enesij of aU . 
goodntfe . ,Tkl» dsftriae, : cweiUig with 
his 
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his own perverted habits of thinking, 
made King James look upon his fub- 
jefts as (laves ; upon his parliaments as 
ufurpers of a power to which they had 
no right, or at bell a precarious one : 
and he had now, for feven years toge- 
ther, affected to govern without them} 
to let up an intereft feparate from that 
of his people, and to fupply his wants 
by all ways and means, but fuch as the 
conftitution prefcribed. Thefe methods Hwht, 
were fuggefted to him by the worft cnc- p " s °' 
mics of the commonwealth, the tribe 
of projectors and monopolies: mif- 
creants who fheltered thcmfelves under 
the name and influence of Buckingham, 
, and who repaid his protection extrava- 
gantly, at the expence of a people whom 
they were grinding and devouring. His 
mother too, now created a Countefs in 
her own right, a woman born for mit 
chief, of a meddling fpirit and infatiably 
greedy, was deep in the guilt of thefe 
tranfadionsj forwarding every bad pro- 
ject that brought her in money s and, 
H bjr 
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by the mighty power fhe had over her foo, 
fucceeding in every fcandalous job fhc un- 
dertook. Under an administration like 
this, whcnEngland was in effect governed 
byadiffoluteyouth, himfelf in the hands 
of an intriguing, rapacious woman, it can- 
not be furprizing that the people were vex- 
ed and plundered by illegal patents, by 
monopolies, by other rruTchievous pro- 
jects, calculated to enrich a few, and to 
ruin thoufands. To all thefe patents, 
however procured, the Chancellor had 
readily, almoft implicitly, affixed the leal, 
as the mere creature of Buckingham. Or 
if he ever ventured to infinuate that any 
of them were contrary to law,his remon- 
ftrancc was too fearful and unfupported to 
produce any effect This is the great ftain 
on his character s that he deferted, or neg- 
lected, the port of honour where provi- 
dence had placed him, on the frontier, if 
I may fo i peak , betwixt Prerogative and Li- 
berty : that, if he did not encourage, he at 
leaft connived at, the invasions that were 
every day making into the latter. Yet 
this" 
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this was Sgainft his inclination', as well 
as againft his better fehfe of things : foe 
as he knew well that his Matter's true 
iritereft lay in a good uhderftanding with 
his people, be had often advifed him to 
qal.l frequent parliaments, and to throw 
himfdf on the affc&ions of the nation" 
for the fupport of his government. Thd 
fuch advice was repugnant to all the 
maxims by which that monarch wifhea 
to eftablifh his powers tho he had refolv- 
ed to lay parliaments afidc for ever, a£ 
daring encroachers upon his prerogative, 
who made thcmfelvcs greater and their 
prince lefs than became either : yet he 
was now prevailed upon, to meet the 
iwd hpufes once more. Indeed the exi- 
gency of his affairs tendered it neceffary. 
His fiibjedts, it is true, were haraucd 
and pillaged » but he was full in extreme 
want of money: thole wretches, to 
whom he delegated his authority, leav- 
ing to him little dfc befides the public 
hatted, occasioned by their rapines com- 
mitted in his name. Add to this, that 
H 2 the 
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the juncture appeared favourable for ob- 
taining large fupplies from the commons. 
As the whole body of the nation expref- 
led an uncommon- zeal for recovering 
the Palatinate to his unfortunate Son-in- 
law, he had reafon to expect, that on 
the aflurancc of his entering heartily into 
a war, they would vote him conftdera- 
ble aids of money ;' which he might af- 
terwards divert, as he actually did, to 
other purpofes that better iuitcd his ge- 
nius and notions. 

A Parliament was accordingly 
fummoried : and it met on the 20th -of 
January >, 1621. The King was not 
wholly miftaken in his conjecture; -for 
the Commons immediately voted him 
two entire fubfidies : but went at the 
fame time upon a Ariel: enquiry into 
thofe arbitrary impositions that, in a pe- 
riod of feven years, were become insup- 
portable to the people. Among the 
monopolies, in particular, there were 
three of flagrant injuftice and opprcflion. 
Certain. 
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Certain pcrfons had obtained patents 
from the King, which empowered them 
tofct an annual fine on fuchas kept inns, 
or alehoufes, throughout England. 
Without a licence from the patentees, 
no man could hold either: and whoever 
would not readily pay the fum, at which 
thofe low inftruments of power thought 
fit to excife him, was fure of being ha- 
rafled and plundered, or thrown inro a 
jail. This proved a fruitful fource of 
vexations, and fell heavy on the poorer 
fort. The third was yet more enormous t, 
a patent forthe fole making and vending 
of gold and filver lace, which had been 
granted to two infamous tools of the 
favourite, Mompejfon and Michel--, the 
'Dudley and Empfon of that age. The 
firft a man of fortune, whofe fole am- 
bition was to make himfelf confidered, 
tho but by his crimes : the other an ob- 
fcure Juftice of the peace, who, in a 
remote quarter of the town, picked up 
a fordid maintenance from the ftews. 
They had, it feems, fhamefully abufed 
■ Hj the 
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the power their exclufive patent, gave 
them, by putting off, for true, great 
quantities of counterfeit lace, wrought 
up and embafed with copper, or other 
Ifdfi*. materials of a poifonous nature : and 
whoever prcfumed to make or fell any 
Hmht, p. other was cruelly punimed, by fine and 
..<' imprifonmenit. " In thefe outrages they 
wer;e the more daring, becaufe Sir Ed- 
ward Villiers, half-brother to the Fa- 
vourite, was aflociated into their patent, 
thonotnamedinit. Thefe, with many 
other grievances, were laid open in par- 
liament, and feverely cenfured. But 
the Commons did not flop here. They 
were for carrying their fearch up to the 
prime caufe of all grievances, in order 
.to difcover by whofe influence the feve- 
ral patents had been procured, and how 
they had patted the feals. Complaints 
were brought into the houfe, about the 
fame time, of corrupt practices even in 
the High Court of Equity. This alarm- 
ed the King for his Chancellor, and ftill 
.more for his Minion : as private inti- 
mations 
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■nations had been lent to Buckingham^ 
of a fey ere fcrutiny that was making in- 
to all his management, and of frequent 
meetings that were held, with great fe-dw*. 
crccy, by certain members of the lower tter *' 
houfe; in order to fix on him the guilt 
of whatever was moft unjuftifiablc and 
oppreflive. Buckingham's creatures, 
anxious and alarmed at this intelligence, 
perfuaded him, that he could fecure im- 
punity to himfelf and them, only by 
bringing his Mailer forthwith to duTolvc 
the parliament : and James had certain- 
ly been frightened into that rafh and ha- 
zardous ftep, but for the fober remon- 
ftrances of Williams Dean of Weftmitr 
fter. That politic courtier advtfed him 
to cancel at once, by proclamation, all 
monopolies and vexatious grants j to fa- 
crifice inferior criminals to the public 
refentment: and to foothe the parlia- 
ment with an aflurance that this refor- 
mation was firft propofed by his favou- 
rite, on finding how much he had been 
abufed by designing and knavifh projec- 
H 4 tors. 
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tors. This counfel the King rcfolved 
to follow: but it did not wholly free 
him from the perplexity he was under. 
The Chancellor, whom his intereft led 
him to preferve, was openly accufed of 
corruption : the Favourite, whom his 
tendernefs could not refign, was fecret- 
ly, and therefore more dangeroufly at- 
tacked i as the encourager, if not the 
author, of whatever was deemed moft 
illegal and oppreflivc. To fave both, 
Ahridg. at this judure, would be impoflible: 
3 ° ' f" 2 ' and he found he muft either part with 
the Object of his inclinations, or with 
the Oracle of his counfels. How fuch 
a prince would determine, is eafy to 
guefs. His paiHon prevailed over bis 
reafon: and my Lord St. Alban was 
made the fcape-goat of Buckingham. 
He was even obliged to abandon his de- 
fence. As he had gained univerfal efteem 
by his learning; and as his eloquence 
was equal to his parts, fuperior and com- 
manding, the King would not hazard 
his appearing before the Lords to plead 
his 
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tiis own caufe. In the courfc of Rich 
an enquiry, he might have diverted the 
public odium from himfelf, by laying 
open the long fetics of bad adminiftra- 
tion to which he had been privy ; the 
many illegal patents he had been com- 
pelled to pals: and all this came full 
home to Buckingham, the great object 
of national vengeance. The faults too, 
imputed to himfelf, he might have ex- ( 
tcnuated fo far as to procure a great mi- 
tigation of the cenfure, that muft other- 
wife fall upon him in its utmoft rigour. 
All this he fore&w and ftlt ; but the 
King abfolutely commanded him not to 
be prefent at his tryal : promifing, on 
his royal word, to fcreen him in the Iaft 
determination ; or if that coutd not be, 
to reward him afterwards with ample re- 
tribution of protection and favour. He 
obeyed, and was undone. 

On the twelfth of March, a com- StateT 
mittee for infpecting into, the abufes of »!*, Voi.i. 
the courts of juftice was appointed by&t 53, 
the 
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the Commons. Some days after, Sk 
Robert Thilips, a gentleman eminent 
for public fpirit and humanity, reported 
from thence to the houfe, that com- 
plaints had been brought before them, 
by two pcrfons, againft the Lord Chan- 
cellor, for bribery and corruption. This 
report he made, not only without bir- 
ternefs, but in terms of great regard 
and tendernefs for the Accufed i moving 
that the bufinefs might be prefented to 
the Peers, fingly and without exaggera- 
tion. At a conference, on the nine- 
teenth, between certain members of 
both hoiifes, the Lords agreed to take 
the matter into their ipeedy confidcra-- 
tion. As foon as this affair was become 
the public talk, a new croud of accufers 
appeared, and charged home the unhap- 
py Chancellor with other and flagrant 
inftances of bribery s fuch pcrfons cipc- 
cially as had courted him with prefenrs, 
and afterwards received a verdict unfa- 
vourable to their expectations : animated 
more by that difappointment, than by 
the 
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the iniquity of his derifions i for it does *J*^ 
not appear that any of his decrees were Coil v.i. 
ever revcrfed. He was all this while 
confined to his houfc by an indifpofi- 
tion, real or pretended: but, if his 
body was in health, what mufl have 
been the condition of his mind, in this 
interval of fufpenfe and anxiety i a great 
mind, already (elf-convicted, yet exqui- 
sitely fcniiblc to good fame, which it has 
Jong enjoyed, and is upon the point of 
jofing for ever. His reflections, whether 
he looked back on the pad, or forward 
to the profpeft before him, muft have 
been terrible : as they were at the lame 
time inflamed by peculiar circumftanccs 
of fliame and confufion; that he was 
now, at" the age of fjxty-onc, falling a 
victim to the rapine and infolence of his. 
domeftics, which he had weakly con- 
nived at, rather than to any faults of his 
own. 

On the tventy-fixth of March, the 

King came to the houfc of Peers} and, 

in 
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in expreflions of ftudied popularity, 
owned the errors of his government, 
exclaimed againft the patents complain- 
ed of, frankly gave up to juftice the lcf- 
fer criminals concerned in them : and all 
this for the fake of his Favourite, whom 
in the end he endeavoured tofcreen by 
the pooreft reafons imaginable. Indeed* 
no good reafons could be alledged in 
defence of Him, who was the greateft 
criminal; and without whofe concur- 
rence the Wretches in queftion could 
not have been guilty. The Lords were 
not impofed upon by this fpeech : how- 
ever, thinking it fufficient to have re. 
duced their fovereign to the neceflity 
of an apology, they feigned to be of his 
opinion. Thus, Buckingham efcaped 
fbrtheprefent; to accumulate new guilr, 
and to fall at laft, ignobly, by a private 
hand : after he had been devoted, by the 
curfes of a whole people, and more ib- 
lemnlyftill by the denunciations of their 
reprefentatives. After a recefs of three 
weeks, the houfe met again: but the 
weight 
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weight of their indignation fell fingly, 
and therefore without mercy, on the 
Chancellor. They were not fatisfied with 
his letter of general confeifion, tho de- 
livered to them by the Prince of Wales; 
in which he renounced all justification of 
himfelf, and fued for no other favour, 
" but that his penitent fubmiilion might 
w be his fentence, and the lofs of the 
" feals his punifhment." He was ob- 
liged to put in a particular anfwer to 
every point of his accufat ion : which he 
did on the firft oi : May, 162 1; acknow- 
ledging, in the moftexplicite words, the 
corruption charged upon him in twenty 
eight feveral articles, and throwing his 
catife entirely on the companion of his 
Judges. His fentence was, " rounder- 
** go a fine of forty thoufand pounds; 
" to be imprifonedin the Tower during 
" the King's pleafure j to be for ever un- 
" capable of any office, place, or em- 
" ployment in the commonwealth} and 
*' never to fit again in parliament, or 
■ come within the verge of the court." 
Thus 
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Thus he loft the great privilege of his* 

peerage} a Severity miufual except in, cafes 
of treafon and attainder. 



The laft article of his charge famifhes 
matter for much reflection. It ailedges, 
V that he had given way to great exac* 
" tions in his fervants, both in reipect 
" of private feals, and otherwife for; 
Mib,, " fealing injunctions." This indulgence 
Ab&ie to his doraeftics, which was certainly ex* 
foft. p.2. trcmc, has been generally, and I believe 
truly, reckoned the principal caufe of 
thefe irregularities that drew On his dif 
grace. Liberal in his own temper, or 
rather prof'ufc beyond the condition of 
a. man who means to prcferve his inte- 
grity, he allowed his family in every 
feind of extravagance : and as many of 
bis retinue were young, diifipated, gid- 
dy in the purfuit of pleaiure, they fquan- 
dcred without meafure, where they were 
indulged without controui *. Whether? 
he 
* One day, during his tryal, as he was faffing 
thro a recm where kvcral « his donwftics were 
fitting) 
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he did not difcover this error till it was 
too late, or whether a foul like his, loft 
in the greatnefs and immenitty of its 
own views, could not attend to that de- 
tail of little and difagreeable particulars 
which yet occonomy requires s however 
that was, to fupport his ordinary train 
of living, he fell into corruption him* 
felf, and connived at it in his dependents. 
Thus we behold him, a memorable ex- 
ample of all that is great and exalted, of 
all that is little and low, in man. Such 
inconiiftencics in our human nature can* 
not but alarm and terrify even thofc 
who are moft confirmed in a habit of 
virtue. 

After afiiort confinement in the 
Tower, the King reftorcd him to his 
liberty, and forgave the fine in which, 
the Parliament had amerced him. As 
this fine was very considerable, he ma- 
naged fb as to have it affigned over to 
fome 

fitting; upon their getting up to ialute himj Sit 
down my Matters, he tried ; your rile hath been 
toy fall. 
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fome of his friends, under the notion of 

6 g A being his creditors: And we find Wii- 
I. 1691. HamSy his fucceffor in the feats, com- 
plaining heavily of this ftratagem; as if 
he thereby intended to defraud thofe 
perfons to whom he was really in debt, 
who were many and in danger of being 
ruined by his fall. But I am inclined to 
hope, that he made ufe of this artifice 
with a more innocent view; namely, 
to procure himfelf a fiiort refpite from 
their importunity,, till he could fettle 
his private affairs, extremely perplexed 
by former ill management, and now by 
the lofs of his employments rendered 
defperatc. That I may not be obliged 
to mention any more an affair, alike 
ungrateful to the. reader and writer, I 
will obferyc here, that about three years 
after this, he petitioned King James for 
Vol"iv . a totalremiffionofhiscenfure: " tothe 
Utter « end taat tn i s bi ot of ignominy might 
" be removed from him, and from his 
vfun* " memory with pofterity." Whatlayia 
a King's power, James readily granted,. 
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& full and entire pardon of his whole 
icntencc *. Pofterity likewifc, to which 
he appealed^ has fecmed unwilling to 
remember that he ever offended: and 
thofc who record his railings, like thole 
Who have made observations on the fpots 
in the fun, neither pretend to diminifh 
his real brightnefs in himfelf, nor deny 
his univerfal influence on the world of 
learning. Thus he withdrew from the 
glare of a public nation into the fhadc ff*A/v 
of retirement and ftudious leifure j often poft. pj. 
lamenting, that ambition and falfe glory 
had fo long diverted him from the nobl eft 
as well as the moft ufcful employments 
of a reasonable being: mortified, no 
doubt, into thefc fentiments by a fevcre 
conviction, in his own perfon, of the 
instability and emptinefs of all human 
grandeur. 

Hitherto, we have followed him 

thro the battle and obliquity of buiinefs. 

I Wc 

* Accordingly he was fwnmoned to the firft 
Parliament of King Cbarltt, 
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We fhall find him henceforth in a mote 
plcaiuig, tho a lefs confpicuous, fltua- 
tion : freed from the fervltudc of a 
court i from an intolerable attendance 
there, on the vices and follies of men 
every way his inferiors, (for in this reign 
no one could rife to power on mote 
honourable terms :) in a condition now 
to purfue the native bent of his genius; 
to live to himfelf, and for the advantage, 
not of one age, or one people 1 only, but 
of all mankind, and all times to come. 

Ah. i6«w The firft considerable work he cn- 
t —» rW gaged in, after his retirement, was the 
hiftory of Henry VII. which he under- 
took at the defire of King Jdmes t and 
publifhedin the year 1622. Whatever 
ibmc writers may have insinuated of his 
melancholy and dejection, wc find every 
where, in this performance, evident 
traces of a fpirit unbroken by age, and 
unfubdued by misfortunes. It has beeri 
highly applauded, and as much con- 
demned ; a proof that it has more than 
common 
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common merit. And wc may venture 
to affirm that whatever its faults are, 
they arife from no want of vigour in the 
underftanding, or of warmth in the ima- 
gination, of the writer. King James 
affected to cpnfider his great grandfather 
Henry as a perfect model for the imita- 
tion of other Monarch; : and as his was 1 
the reign of flattery, this quickly grew 
to be the prevalent and fafiiionable opi- 
nion at Court. Tho in truth; that 
Prince's character was, inevcrypartofit, 
unarniable ; and bis conduct, on many 
oecaHdnsj weak or wicked, If my Lord 
Bacon\ii% not wholly efcaped the infec- 
tion of his age ; if he has here and there 
attempted to brighten the imperfections; 
and throw in (hades the bad features of 
the original he was drawing; yet, thra 
thefe foftenings, wc can eaiily ice this 
King as he was, and in all his genuine? 
deformity. Suspicion and avarice,, his 
own hiflorian acknowledges, were the 
chief ingredients in his compo fition : and 
therefore his politics, both at home and 
I % abroad* 
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abroad, were narrow, fclfifh, and falfci 
Void of all great and extenfive prudence, 
he endeavoured to fupply that want by 
temporary (Lifts, and the little expedients 
of cunning. By thefe he commonly 
bacm, had the luck to extricate himfelf out of 
p!°4oo. n difficulties, which a wifcr man would 
have timely forcfeen, and a better njan 
have wholly prevented. But as his ge- 
nius was unfociable and (blitary, the 
darknefs in his temper palled on man- 
kind for depth and fagacity in his under- 
f.404. (landing. His avarice too was fordid 
and fhamelefs. Nothing leemed mean, 
nothing unjuft in his eyes, that could 
fill his coffers : and merely to fill them, 
for of wealth he had no enjoyment, he 
defcended to arts of rapine no lefs fcan- 
dalous than they were oppreffivc, 

I have acknowledged that my Lord 
Bacon's Hiftory has been taxed of par. 
tiality, and I will not duTcmble that his 
(hie has been objected to, as fail of af- 
fectation, foU of falfc eloquence. But 
that 
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that was the vice, not of the man, but 
of the times he lived in : and particular- 
ly of a court that, after the Sovereign's 
example, delighted in the tinfel of wit 
and writing, in the poor ingenuity of 
punning and quibbling. 

His EflTays have, of all his works, 
been moft current, and are ftill very juftly 
efiecmed. Towards the clofe of his 
life he greatly enlarged them both in 
number and weight 5 and puhlilhed them 
anew, not only in Englijb, but in a 
more univerfal language, which, he 
imagined, may prefcrve them as long as 
books (hall laft. As they are intended 
not to amufe but inftruct; as they arc 
neither a fatirc on human nature, nor 
the fchool of icepticifins Monfieur<*> 
Voltaire obferves, that they have been i,, aJ" 
lefs popular than the Maxims of Roche- jj** P* 
foucault, or the Eflays of Montagne. 
A remark that does my Lord Bacon ho- 
nour ; who was too great a Man to court 
a reputation from the multitude, by fa- 
X 5 ctificing. 



(DvGoogle 



ft8 THE LIFE OF THE LORD 

crificing to that malignity, or indulging 
, that curious extravagance, which tod 
many* readers, I am afraid, expeft to 
find gratified, even in writings of a mo* 
ral kind. ■ : ■ ■ 

Of the other works which he com- 
pofed In this' laft fcene of his life, I for- 
bear to make any mention here : the>f 
will be all enumerated in another place. 
Let me only obferve, that nothing can 
give a more exalted idea of the rruirful- 
nels and vigour of his genius than the 
number and nature of thole writings. 
Under the discouragement of a public 
cenfure, broken in his health, broken 
in his fortunes, he enjoyed his retirement 
not above five years: a little portion of 
time ! yet he found means to croud in- 
to it, what might have been the whole 
bufmefs, and the glory too, of a long 
and fortunate life. Some of his former 
pieces he methodized and enriched : fe- 
deral new ones he compofaf, no lets 
confidcrable fox the grca t nefs and variety 
*■•-■■ of 
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of the arguments he created, than for his 
manner of treating them, Nor arethey 
works of mere erudition and labour, 
that require little clfc but ftrength of con- 
stitution and obftinate application : they 
arc original efforts of genius and reflec- 
tion* on fubjetts either new, or handled 
in a manner that makes them fo. His 
notions he drew from his own fund : 
and they were folid, cprnprehenfive,, 
jyftematicaU the difpofition of his whole 
plan throwing light and grace on all the 
particular parts. In confidering every 
fubjeft, he feems to have placed himfelf 
in a point of view fo advantageous and 
elevated, that he could from thence dis- 
cover a whole country round him, and 
mark out the feveral fpots of it, diftindt- 
ly and with cafe. Thefe characters arc 
equally due to the works in which he 
made fome progrefs, and to thofc he 
could only attempt. 

His fuppofed poverty has been much.W'4*** 
infiftcdon, notonly by our own writers, 
I 4 but. 
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but by foreigners. Some of the formes 
have auerted, that he languifhed out a 
folitary being in obfcurity and indigence : 
and among the latter, Le CUrc, who 
was led into the fame notion by a paflage 
in one of Howel'% letters, has animad- 
verted with an honeft indignation' on 
the meannefs of that Prince, ^who could 
Jeave fuch a man as he was to ftruggle, 
in his declining age, both with penury' 
and affliction. I believe the matter has 
been exaggerated. Perhaps he did not 
enjoy affluence or entire eafe of fortune ; 
but his ordinary income muft have placed 
him above fordid want and anxiety. 
Dr. Rawley, who lived long in his fa T 
mily, affirms that the King had given 
him, out of the Broad Seal and Aliena- 
tion Office, to the value of eighteen 
hundrcdpo«ndsayearj which, with his 
own lands ampunting to a third part 
more, he retained to his death. But 
then, he had treafured up nothing in his 
profperous condition againft the day of ad- 
verfity : and his pennon was not only pre- 
carious. 
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Carious, but ill-paid, by a King, who, 
inftead of husbanding his revenues for 
great or good purpofes, was daily lavifti- 
ing them away, in fruitlefs negotiations, 
or on the leaft defcrving of his fubjetls. 
Add to thefe things, that my Lord Bacon 
lay all this time under the incumbrance 
of a vaft debt: and that he had doubt- 
Icfs expended very confidcrablc Aims in 
procuring or making experiments. Even 
thofe, whom we fee dole and (paring 
on every other occafion, are yet profufc 
in gratifying a favourite palfion. Such 
were the caufes ef that diftrefs and thofe 
difficulties into which he was often 
plunged. That they were many and 
great, we can entertain no doubt *. It 
is but too ftrongly confirmed to us by 
fome unufual expreffions in his letters 
to King James \ where we find him 
pouring out his heart in complaints andvol!*iv- 
(Implications of fuch a ftrain, as every I * tt, *7 1- 
one 

* It appears by a letter of Buckingham to him 
that he aiked for the Provoftfliip of Eaton Coyege, 
and was {efufed it. 
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one wh,o rcycrcs his memory will wHh 
he had never uttered. Thofe who infift 
on the meannefs, thofe who plead for 
the dignity, of human nature, may, in 
this one man, find abundant matter to 
fupport their fevctal opinions. But, let 
us draw a veil pver imperfections, and at 
the fame time acknowledge, that a very 
ordinary penetration may ferve to di£ 
cover remarkable blemifhes and tailings 
in the moft comprehensive minds, in the 
grcateft characters, that ever adorned 
mortality, 

,6* 5 . KiNqy*««(/jdiedin i6ifi aftera^ 
v * fc 'ingloriousanda ratal reign of three and 
twenty years: defpifed by foreigners, 
defpifed and hated by his own fubjects. 
The mifchievous notions he btqachcdj, 
the perverfe conduct he held* gave rile 
to thofe divisions that quickly after in- 
volved his kingdoms in all the guile and, 
mifery of a civil war : that fhook the 
Britijb constitution to its foundations, 
and in the end overturned it j tho appa,- 
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rcnrly framed to laft for ages, as it had 
been ages in building up and perfect- 
ing. 

His unfortunate Chancellor furvived 
him fomething above a year. The mul- 
tiplicity of bufinefs and ftudy in which 
he had been long engaged, but above all 
the anguifli of mind he fecretly laboured 
under, had undermined and broken in- 
to his' health.' After having been for 
feme time infirm and declining, he owed 
his death at laft to an excefs, not unbe- 
coming a philofopher; inpurfuing, with 
more application than his flrength could 
bear, certain experiments touching the 
confervatjon of bodies. He was lb fud- 
d.enly ftruck in his head and ftomach, 
that he found himfelf obliged to retire 
^nto the Earl of Arundel's houfe at 
HighgaU t near which he then happened 
to be. There he fickened of a fever, 
attended with a defluxion on his bread : 
and, after a week's illnefs, expired; oq An. 1626, 
the ninm, of Apr//, in the fixty-fixth year U- V"f 
of 
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of his age. How he bp^c this indifjx* 
fition, or what difcourfcs he held at the 
nearer approaches of death, no account 
is to be found ; an omiffion which every 
reader muft feel and regret : as nothing 
can awaken the attention, nothing af- 
fe£t the heart of man more ftrongly 
than the behaviour of eminent peribnages 
in their laft moments; in that only icenc 
of life wherein we are all fure, later or 
Satan, fooncr, to referable them. There re-; 
J2te r IV " mains only a letter, the laft he ever 
*97- wrote, addreffed to that nobleman under 
whole roof he died : in which he com-* 
pares himfelf to a celehrated philofopher, 
of antiquity, 'Pliny the cldej: > who loft 
his life by enquiring, with too dange- 
rous a curiofity, into thejitrft great erup- 
tion of Vejuvius. 

Thus lived, and died, &c Lord 
Chancellor Bacon 11 . 
I He 

• He continued finglc till after forty, and then 
took to wife a daughter of Alderman Sanitm-at 
Lsnfcn, with whom he received a pkntifuHbrturwy 
but had by tier no children ; sod flic out-lived 
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Hk was buried privately in St. Mi- 
ihdeH church near St. Albans, The 
rpot that contains his remains lay obfeure 
and undiftinguifhed, till the gtatitude of 
a private man, formerly his fcrvant, e- sir ihm** 
rcftcd a monument to his name and me-* 6 ** 8 "* 
snory. In another country, in a better 
age, his monument would have flood a 
public proof in what veneration the 
whole 

him upwards of twenty years. Such leaders as 
have any curiofity to know what regirnen he ob- 
served, may take the following account of it in 
the wordsof his Chaplain, " His diet was rather 
*' plentiful and liberal than reftrained. In his 
« younger years he was much given to the finer and 
" lighter iorta of meats: but afterwards he.pre- 
" fared the ftronger, fuchasthe fhambles afford- 
" ed ; as thofe which bred the more firm and fub- 
" jbntialjuices^andle&diuipable. Hedidnot.you 
** may be fure, neglect that himfelf, which he fo 
" much extolled to others in bis writings, the fre- 
.*' quentufe of nitre; Whereof he took the quantity 
" of about three grains in thin warm broth every 
■ K morning, For thirty years together. His ordi- 
** nary phy fie was a maceration of rhubarb, in- , 
** fufcd into a draught of white-wine and beer 
«' mingled together for thefpaceof half an hour, 
** once in fix or feven days, immediately before 
*' hit meal, whether dinner or fupper j that ic 
M migf it dry she body lefs. ' His receipt for the 
" gout, which constantly gave him eale within 
" two hours, is let down in the end of the Natural 
'.? fliftory." Vol. HI, p. 233. 
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whole focicty held a Citizen, whole 
genius did them honour, and whole 
writings will inftruct their latcft pofte- 
rity. 

Oke paflage in his will Is remarkable. 
After bequeathing his foul arid body in 
the ufual form, he adds, " my name 
" arid mefnory I leave to foreign nations) 
siiama- " an< i to mmc own countrymen, after 
#a,p.203-« fomc time be pafled over." As tothc 
former, he was, even in' his fife-time, 
looked upon with admiration by the 
fnoft eminent men that France and Italy 
could then boaft of: and by fome of 
them vifitcd, as Otic whofe talents were 
an ornament, not only to hiii age, but 
to human, nature it fclfi When the 
VtUnht, Marquifs <D'E$at brought into En&- 
j^'^Jand the Princcfi Henrietta- Maria, 
giois, P . wife ro Chatles the Firft, he paid a vifit 
to my Lord Bacon--, who, being then' 
nek in bed, received him with the cur- 
tains drawn. *' You referable the Art-' 
w gels, faid that miniftcr ro him: wo 
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" heat thofc beings continually talked 
" of, we believe them mperior to man- 
" kind, and we never have the confola- 
" tion to fee them;" Among his coun- 
trymen, the names, alone, of thofc who 
have adopted his notions, and proceeded 
on his plan, arc his higheft encomium. 
To pals over a long line of philosophers, 
all illuftrious ; he reckons in the lift of 
his followers a Boyle, a Locke, a New- 
ton himfelf. 

Owe Angularity there was in his tern- *««v» 
perament, not cafily to be accounted B*a£! 
fdr : in every eclipfe of the moon, whe- 
ther he observed it of not, he was cer- 
tainly feized with a Hidden fit of faint- 
ing i which left him, without any re- 
maining weaknefs, as foon as the eclipfe 
ended. He was of a middling ftature ; E<°*fy* of 
his forehead fpadous and open, early p , J40 ." 
imprefled with the marks of agej his eye 
lively and penetrating; his whole ap- 
pearance venerably pleafing : fo that the 
beholder was infenfibly drawn to love, 
before 
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before he knew how much reafon there 
was to admire him. In this reipeft, wc 
may apply to my Lord Bacon what Ta- 
citus finely obferves of his father-in-law^ 
Agr'tcoU: a good man you would readi- 
ly have judged him to be, and have been 
plcafed to find him a great man. 

Those talents that commonly appear 
Angle iu others, and they too men of re- 
putation, (hone forth in him united and 
eminent. All his cotemporaries, even 
thofe who hated the Courtier, Hand up 
. and bear witnefs together to the fupcrioc 
abilities of the Writer and Pleader, of 
Advi« to tnc Philofopher and Companion. In 
& fen. converfation, he could affiime the moll 
differing characters, and fpeak the lan- 
guage proper to each, with a facility 
that was perfectly natural ; or the dexte- 
rity of the habit concealed every appear- 
ance of art : a happy verfatility of genius, 
which all men wifh to arrive at, and one 
or two, once in an age, are feen to pof- 
fefs. In public, he commanded the at- 
tention 
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Mention of his hearers, and had their af- 
fedions wholly in his power. As he 
Accompanied what he ipoke with all the 
expreffton and grace of action, his plead- 
ings, that are now perhaps read without 
emotion, never failed to awaken in his 
audience the levcral paffions he intend- 
ed they mould feel. This is not a pic 
ture of him drawn from fancy : it is co- 
pied, and that too but in miniature, af- 
ter another taken by One who knew £• 7**«-i 
him well j a good judge of merit, and'SfeaL 
feldom known to err* at leaft in heigh- vcrlni 
tening a favourable likenefs. As a phi- 
losopher, it in icarce hyperbolical to fay 
of him, in Mr. Addtfon's words, that 
he had the found, diiUncr, comprehen- 
sive knowledge of Ariftotle % with all 
the beautiful lights, graces, and cmbe- 
lilhments of Cicero. To this commen- 
dation of his talents, the Learned through- 
out Europe have given their common 
fanction, and own hiui for the father of 
the only valuable philoibphy, that of 
fact and pbfervation. 

k i* 
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iTremamsthentbconfid^rhim, more 1 
particularly than we have hitherto done 
in this mdft known and confbiciibtis 
part of his Character ;' where his merit is 
uhqucftionably great and entirely his 
own. For, to the writings of the aft- 
tlents he was hot, he could not, be 6b- 
liged. They had cither miftaken the 
right road to natural knowledge : or if 
any of them ftruck into ft by chance; 
finding the way difficult, oblciire, and 
tedious, they foon abandoned it for ever. 
He owed to himfclf alone, to a certain 
intellectual fagaeity, that beam of true 
discernment which fhewed him at once, 
and as it were by intuition, what the 
moil painful enquirers, for more than 
twenty ages backward, had fear ched af- 
ter in vain. And here let me obferve 
towards him the fame impartiality I have 
hitherto aimed at : and, in order to know 
what he really did as a philosopher, place 
before the reader a fhort view of the fta'te 
of learning in Europe, from the 'dark pe- 
riod of Gothtafm doWn to the fktcentn 
century. 
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century-. But let meat the fame .time 
Acknowledge, that this account will be 
only a rude and imperfect, sketch ; coniJft- 
ftig of a few detached particulars, wirtv 
Cat mucin, order or method. 

AltWo the -great era df ignorance 
has 'been fixed, jaSily enough, to thofe 
times when the northern Nations, like 
a mighty inundation; ovefiprcad the 
fiic0{£urvpn yet it is no left certain 
Ihat barbariitn and corruption were en- 
tered into arts and fciences etc the Sa- 
vages 'had made anV impreuion on the 
OtMdft Empire. Under them indeed* 
'that Harkrfefs which had been long grow- 
ing dn the world, and gradually etttin- 
giiimihgeVcry light offenowledge, foorl 
'became total, arid threatened to be per- 
petual-. In the erghth century* we/fihtt 
that the higheft ambition of Hie- Ctefrgy 
*wis to Vic with one another In chanting 
'the public fervicc, which yet they hard- 
ly 'uuderftood. This irhpdrtarit emu- 
lation run fo high between the 'LdtM 
K 2 and 
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and French priefthood, that Charle- 
y«*l'h ma £ ne > wno was tn€n at R° me , found 
u»mi. it neccffary to interpofc, an<f-decide the 
op.^t. 4. controvcrfy in pcrfon. The Monk* 
who telates this affair with a moft cir- 
cumftantial exactnefs, adds that the Em- 
peror entreated Pope Adrian to procure 
him certain pcrfons, who might teach 
hisfubjeas the firft principles of gram* 
mar and arithmetic; arts that were then 
utterly unknown in his dominions. This 
warlike Monarch, tho his own educa- 
tion had been fofar neglected that he 
had never learned to write, difcovered, 
by his narural good fenfe, the value of 
knowledge, and fet himfelf to be its 
promoter and patron. He even allowed 
a public fchool to be opened in the im- 
perial palace, under the direction of our 
famous countryman Alcu'm-, on whom 
he chiefly relied for introducing into 
France fome tinfture of that philofophy 
which was dill remaining in Britain* 
But how flow and ineffectual the pro- 
grefiof any lcarningmuft have been, we 
may 
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may guefs from an edic* of the Council 

oiChallons, in the next century ; which sij. 
earneftly exhorts all monaftcries to be 
careful in having their manuals of devo-^^.. 
tion correctly tranferibed: left, while p. j. 
they pioufly mean to ask of God one 
thing, fomc inaccurate manuscript may 
betray them into praying for the quite 
contrary. 

\ 

As to Britain, if learning had ftill 
fome footing there in the eighth century, 
it was fo totally exterminated from thence 
in the ninth; that, throughout the whole HitLftaii- 
kingdom of the mft*Saxens, no tnanjj* gj^ 
could be found who was fcholar enough P- ■ )■ 
to inftruct our King Alfred, then a 
child, even in the firft elements of read- 
ing : fo that he was in his twelfth year 
before he could name the letters of the 
alphabet. When that renowned Prince 
attended the throne, he made it his ftudy 
to draw his people out of the (loth and 
ftupidity in which they lay : and became, 
as much by his own example, as by the 
K J encourage- 
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encouragement he gave to learned mcn^ 
the great reftorer of arts in his dominions. 
And here we are called upon tp obfervc, 
that as France had been formerly obliged 
xoErigland in the perfon ot'^tcirifs, who 
planted the fcienccs there under Qbarte- 

879. "tagrie: our Ifland now received the 
fame friendly afllftance from thence by, 
Grimbald, whom King Alfred [ had in- 
vited hither, and made Chancellor of 
Oxford. Such Events as thefc are too. 
considerable, in the literary hiftory of 
the ninth age, to be patted over unob- 
served. The rife of a noted grammarian, 
the voyage of an applauded doctor, are 
recorded, by the chroniclers of that cen- 
tury, with the lame reverence that an 
antient writer would mention the ap^ 
pea ranee of a Lycurgus, otzTimoleoni 
pf a law-giver who new-models a ftatc, 
or a hero who refines ft whole people 
from Qavery. 

But thefe fair appearances were o£ 
Ihprt duration. 1 Aru^ghtofthickcidart- 

\ - " ncis 
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nefs quickly overipread the intellectual 
world : and in the moral, followed a 
revolution ftill more deplorable. To 
common fenfe and piety, fucceeded 
dreams and fables, vifionary legends and 
ridiculous penances. The Clergy, now 
utter ftrangers to all good learning, hy 
ftead of guiding a rude and vicious Laity 
by the precepts of the gofpel, which 
f hey no longer read j amuied them with 
forged miracles, or overawed them by 
the ghoftly terrors of demons, ipc&rcs 
and chimeras. This was more eafy, and 
more profitable too, than the painful ex- 
ample of a virtuous life. The profound 
depravity that was fpread thro all condi- 
tions of men, eeclefiaftic and fecular, ap- 
pears in nothing more plain than in the 
reafons affigned for calling feveral coun- 
cils about this time. In one, new ca- 
nons were to be made, forbidding adul- 
tery, inceft, and the practice of pagan 
fiiperftitions : as if thefc things had not 
till then been accounted criminal. Inu^*^ 
another, it was found neceffary to declare, J , 'p° u * 
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that a number of Angels worfhiped uni- 
verfally under certain names were alto- 
gether unknown: and that the church 
could not warrant the particular invoca- 
tion of more than three. Another, which 
the Emprcfs Irene had fummoncd for 
the reformat! on of difcipline, ordained, 
that no Prelate fhould thenceforth con- 
vert his epifcopal palace into a common 
inn i nor, in consideration only of any 
fum of money given him by one man, 
curfe and excommunicato another. A 
fourth and fifth cenfurc the indecency 
pf avowed concubinage : and enjoin that 
Fryars and Nuns mould no longer con- 
verfc or live promifcuoufly in the fame 
convent. 

The See of Rome, which mould have 

been a pattern to the reft, was of al| 

christian churches the moll licentious *; 

and 

* The book entitled, The tax of the toman 
phancery, published firft at Smu, in the year 
1514, furnilhcsus with a flagrant in (la nee of this 
in the following pajTage, which I chute not to 
tranflate. " Abfolutio a lapfu carjiU fuper quo- 
**cunqiie; 
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and the pontifical chair often filled with 
men, who, inftead of adorning their fa- 
cred character, made human nature it 
felf detcftable: a truth by many catholic 
writers acknowledged and lamented. 
Several Popes were, by their fuccefforsHem,t7« 
excommunicated, their acrs abrogated, 
and the facraments adminiflxed by them 
pronounced invalid. No lefs than fix 
were expelled by others who ulurpcd 
their feat} two were aflijifinatcd: and 
the infamous Theodora, infamous evert 
in 

** cunque aftu libijinofo comrmfib per CUrtcum, 
*' eciam cum mmalibus, intra ct extra fepta mo- 
" naiterii ; aut cum cenfangumm vel affinibus, aut 
" filia fpi ritual i, autquibufdam aliis, five ab uno- 
" quoque de per fe, five iimul ab omnibus ab- 
•* folutio petatur cum difptnfatime at) trdintt et 
*' bentficia, cum inhibitione rur. 36, due. 3. Si 
'* vero cum illis petatur abfthtio etiam a crimine 
** commiflb contra natur am, vel cum brutis, cum 
*' difpenfattone, ut fupia, ct cum inhibitione tur. 
" 90, due. it, car. 16. Si vero petatur tantumab- 
** folutio a crimine contra naturam, vel cum bru- 
** tit, cum difpenfatione et inhibitione, turon. 36* 
" due. '9. Abfolutio pro > Mania U que fe permifit 
«' plurits cognofci intra et extra fepta monarcerii, 
** cum rebebilitatt ad dignitatis illius ordinis, etiam 
** abbatiaiem, turon. 36, due. 9." In the Edition 
of Boit-tt-duc, there is " Abfolutio pro e a, qui inter- 
f ftcit patrem, matrem, fororem, ukorem . .... 
** i- 5» vel 7." Vide BajU, art. Band, 
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in that age, by her credit in the holy, 
city obtained the triple crown for th? 
moft avowed of her gallants* who a£ 
fiwocd the name of J.okn the Tenth. An- 
jAmTa. other of the fame name was called to 
govern the Chriftun world at the age of 
twenty one > a baftard fon of Pope Ser* 
guts, who died eighteen years before. If 
fiich were the men who arrogated tq 
thepifelves titles and attributes peculiar 
to the Deity, can wc wonder at the 
grcateft enormities among Lay-men} 
Their ftupidity kept pace with the diflb- 
lut ion of their manners, which was ex- 
treme : they ftill preferved, for the very 
clergy we have been Jpcaking of, a reve- 
rence they no longer had for their God. 
The moft abandoned among them, mif-. 
creants, familiar with crimes that hu- 
manity (tanks at, would yet, at the ha- 
zard of their lives, defend the immuni- 
ties of a church, a confecrated utenill, 
or a donation made to a convent. In, 
fuch times as thofc, it were in vain to 
look for ufeful learning and philofophy. 
"... W 
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Not only the light of fcicncc, bW of 
reafon, fccrns to haye been well-nigh, 
extinsjuifhed. 

It wa> not tUJ Utf, after (he feck of An.i 4 ;i . 
Eon/l^pthieflf by ti$ r »"£f. thaj tl v'"" v ""^ 
writings <44rjfti>t(e began, to, be univer- 
fally known and, (tidied. They were, 
then, by certain fugitive Greeks, who 
had cleaned thq fury of the Ottoman 
Arms, brought a^ay and difperfed thro, 
the Wefitrn pans of Europe. Sonic 
particular treatifes of his, it is true, had. 
been long made public : but chiefly in 
tranflations front the Arabic, done by 
men who, far from rendering faithfully 
tlie Author's ienfe, hardly underftood 
his language. Thefc however gave birth, 
to the Scholastic Philofophy ; that mot- 
ley offspring of error and ingenuity : and, 
fo fpeak fteely, the features of both pa- 
rents were all along equally blended iri 
(he complexion of the daughter. To 
trace at length the rift, pragrcfi, and 
variations of this philofophy, would be 
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an undertaking not only curious but in- 
ftru&ivc > as It would unfold to us all the 
mazes in which the force, the fubtlety, 
the extravagance of human wit can lofe 
thcmfclves: till not only profane learn- 
ing but divinity itfelfwasatlaft, by the 
refined frenzy of thofc who taught both, 
fubtilized into mere notion and air. 

Their phllofophy was neither that 
of ' Arifiotle entirely, nor altogether dif- 
fering from his. Whatever opinions the 
firft founders of it had been able todraw, 
from Ro'etxus his Latin commentator, 
or from the wretched tranflations above- 
mentioned, thefe they methodised and 
illuftratcd, each according to his fevcral 
talent, and the genius of the age he lived 
in. But this, inftead of producing one 
regular and confident body of fcience, 
even from wrong principles, ended in a 
monfter, made up of parts every where 
milhapen and diflimilar. Add to this, 
that they left natural knowledge wholly 
uncultivated} to hunt after occult qua* 
lities, 
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tides, abftraft notions, and qucftions of 
impertinent curiofity : by which they 
rendered the very Logic, their labours 
chiefly turned upon, intricate, ufelcfs, 
.unintelligible* 

Alstedius, in his chronology of 
the Schoolmen, has divided their hiftory 
into three principal periods or fucce£ 
fions : the firft beginning with Lanfranc, An. lojiy. 
Archbifhop of 'Canterbury ; who flourifh- 
ed about the middle of the eleventh cen- 
tury i and ending with Albert the Great £j^2 
two ages later: the fecond, that com- 
mences from him, determining in "Du- 
rand-, as the third and laft ended in Lu- 
ther, at the reformation. Morhoff, how- Poiyhiftor* 
ever, itrenuoufly contends, that Ruce- ? °^,BK, 
linus an Engtijbman, was properly the 
father of the Schoolmen : and that to him 
the feet of the Nominalifts owed its rife 
.and credit. He adds, that it revived af- 
terwards in the perfonof Occam, another 
of our countrymen, and the perpetual 
antagonist of 'Duns Status, who had 
declared 



ibyGoogle 



declared for the ftealflts, and was ray- 
toned their abfeft champion. The Team- 
ed reader heeds Ait Be told^ that the" 
•$&dramct»dctdrs Wert all diitingotfheci 
Into thefc two Setts; formidable party- 
names, which are now as little known 
Or mentioned as 'the cohtrbverfles that 
b'nee becafidried them; it is foiftrctemi 
to fay, that, lllce all other 'partite, tftejf 
"hated each other 'heartily ; 'trcarek bacii 
Other is heretics in logic : iuid that their' 
ohputc's were often fharb idk til60dy'$ 
'ending hot only in the 'metaphorical d& 
uxuttibnof J c6m^dh'fenfe''a 1 ftil t fengiiagej 
But in the real mutilation aticl death of 
the combatants; For, to 'the dfigtacc 
of "human rc'afdh, mankind m "all rhefr 
controveriies, whether about a'notib'ri 
or a'thirig, a predicament Or a prdvihceV 
have made their laft appeal to briire fdrcfe 
and violence; The 'titles^* >tficrt which- 
tticfe Headers were honoured by'tKcrr 
followers, on account of the mbliint 
reverie^ 

■ * The "profound, thc-ftbtile, the njarvelouw 
the indefatigable, the irrefragable, the angelic, thd 
leraphic, the fountain of life, light of the world* 
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teverlfcs 'their fcmght, are at bhcc ioig- ' 
iifejctit arid atifurd: aid prove rather 
the mperlatlVe Ignorance bfrhb'fe 'times 
than anytranfeehdeht meriihthemch 
to whom they Were applied. From this 
cenfore We ought nevertheleft to eitejfc 
<Jne, who Was 4 prodigy of knowledge 
for tide age he Wed in, aridlsickhbw-. 
ledged as fesh by the age to which I ani 
writing, i mean the renowned Fryaif 
fe««, whbflione forth Singly thro the 
profound darknefs of thbfe times; but 
rather dazzled than enlightened the 
weaker eyes bf his cotemporarics. As 
If the name of B'ttcdn were auipicidus'tb 
ptiilo&phy, this Man, not only without 
aflnranceorericouragemeht, biltirirultci 
aha pirlecuted, by the unconquerable 
force of his genius penetrated far ihtb 
the rhyfteries of nature: and made fo 
many new dlfcoveties in Aftrdhbrnyahd 
Pirlpeftivc, in Mechanics and Chimi- 
Itry, that the rrioft fbber writers even 
tow cannot tnenribn them wltKbut Ibnje 
fnafks of emotion arid frbnasr. It la 
Or, 
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Dr. Friends6bCcTvat\on t that he was at- 
moft the only Aftronomer of his age : 
and the reformation of the Calendar, by 
him attempted and in a manner perfect- 
ed, is a noble proof of his skill in that 
fcience. The conftru&ion'of ipectaeles, 
of telefcopes, of all forts of glafles that 
magnify or diihinifh objects, the com- 
pofition of gunpowder (which Barthol- 
in* Swartz is thought to have firfl hit 
upon almoft a century later) are fome 
of the many inventions with jufticc as- 
cribed to him. For all which, he was 1 
in his life-time calumniated, imprifoned, 
opprefled : and after his death wounded 
in his good name, as a magician who 
had dealt in arts, infernal and abominable; 
He tells as, that there were but four 
perfons then in Europe who had made 
any progrefs in the Mathematics s and 
in Chimiftry yet fewer : that thofe who 
undertook to tranfiatc Arifiotle were 
every way unequal to the task j and that 
his writings, which, rightly undcrflood* 
Baton considered as the fountain of all 
knowledge, 



(DvGoogle 



CHANCELLOR BACON; t+f 
knowledge, had been lately condemned 
and burned, in a fynod held at 'Paris. 

The works of that celebrated Antient 
have, In truth, more excrcifed the hatred 
and admiration of mankind than thofe 
of all the other philofophers together. 
Launoy enumerates no lefs than thirty- **■ d * 
leven Fathers of the Church who have Arift. ft>r- 
ftigmatized his name, and endeavoured ^"• Tom - 
to reprobate his doctrines. Morhoff has PoiyhiiW . 
reckoned up a ftill greater number of his oat ' ' 
commentators, who were at the fame 
time implicitcly his difcipleS : and yet 
both theie authors are far from having 
given a complete lift either of his friends 
or enemies. In his life-time he was fu- 
(pc&edof irreligion, and, by the Pagan 
priefthood> marked out for definition : 
the fucceffors of thofe very men were 
his partizans and admirers. His work$ 
met with much the lame treatment from 
the Chrifttan clergy : fometimes pro- 
fcribed for heretical ; fometimes trium- 
phant and acknowledged the great buk 
L wark 
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wark of Orthodoxy. Launoy has writ- 
ten a particular treadle on (he fubjed, 
and mentioned eight different revolu- 
tions in the fortune and reputation of 
Ariftotle's philofophy. To pafs over 
the intermediate changes, I will juft men- 
tion two, that make a mil and ridicu- 
lous contrail:. In the above-mentioned 
Council held at 'Paris about the year 
Laantm, I2 °9> the BUhops there cenfured his 
"Mfupra. writings, without dhctimination, as the 
peftilcnt fources of errot apd herefy j 
condemned them to the flames, and 
commanded all perfons, on pain of ex- 
communication, not to read, transcribe, 
ox keep any copies of them. They went 
farther, and delivered over to the fecular 
arm no lets than ten perfons 3 who were, 
hurned alive, for certain tenets, drawn, 
as thofc learned prelates had heard, from 
the pernicious books in queftion. Thofc 
very books, in the Sixteenth century, 
were not only read with impunity, but 
every where taught with applaufe : and 
whoever dilputedtheh orthodoxy, I had 
almoff 
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*lttroft (aid their infallibility, was ptrfc- 
«Uted as Mi infidel and mifcrtant. OF 
this the fbphiitet Ramus is a memorable 
iftftartce. Certaih animadfrerfions ofhis 
ttrt the peripatetitphitofophy occafioned 
a general commotion in the learned 
%orId. The univerfity of Tatis took 
the alarm hotly, and cryed out againfl 
this attempt as dcflru&Ive or 1 all good 
learning, arid of fatal tendency to reli- 
gion itfelf. The affair was brought be- 
fore the parliament : and appeared of Co 
much confeduertce to Francis the Firth . ., 

. * ' Lamtoii, 

that he would needs take it under hlswm. iv. 
own immediate cognizance. The cdia p ' 
is ftill extant, which declares R&mits in* 
folent, impudent, and a lyar. His books i oth of 
are thereby for ever condemned, fupref- A ^', . Tt 
fed, abblifhed: ahd, what is a ftnan cf — -v—> 
unexampled feverity, the liiilerable Au- 
thor is folemnly interdicted from tran- 
fcribing, even from reading, his own 
eompolitionS ! 
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We might from hence be led to ima- 
gine, that when the authority of an an- 
tient philofopher was held fo facred, phi- 
lofophy itfelf muft have been thorough- 
ly underftood, and cultivated with un- 
common fuccefs. But the attachment of 
thofc Doctors was to a name, not to 
truth, or valuable fcience : and our Au- 
thor very juftly compares them to the 
. , ( Olympic Wreftlers, who abftained from 
Af»- neceflary labours, that they might be 
1 egms ' fit for fuch as were not fo. Under their 
management, it was a philofophy of 
words and notions, that feemed to ex- 
clude the ftudy of nature; that inftead of 
enquiring into the properties of bodies, 
into the laws of motion by which all 
effects arc produced, was conversant on- 
ly in logical definitions, diftinctions, and 
* abftracHons, utterly barren and unpro- 
ductive of any advantage to mankind. 
The great aim of thofc folemn triflers 
was rather to perplex a difpute than to 
clear up any point of ufeful difquifition; 
to triumph over an enemy, than to en- 
large 
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large the knowledge, or better the mo- 
rals of their followers. So that this cap- 
tious philofophy was a real obftaclc to all 
advances in found learning, human and 
divine. After it had been adopted into 
the chrillian theology, far from being of 
ufe to explain and alcertain myfteries, it 
ferved only ro darken and render doubtful 
the molt neceffary truths ; by the chica- 
nery of argumentation with which it 
fupplied each feet, in defence of their 
peculiar and favourite illufions. To (6 
extravagant a height did they carry their 
idolatry of Ariftotle, that fome of them 
difcovcrcd, or imagined they difcovered 
in his writings, the do&rine of the Tri- 
nity i that others pubiifhed formal difler- 
tations to prove the certainty ofhisfal- 
vation, tho a heathen: and that a Pa- 
triarch of Venice is laid to have called 
op the Devil cxprefsly, in order to learn 
from him the meaning of a hard word 
in AriftotUs phyfics. But the crafty *iA a <* 
Demon, whoperhapfdidnotunderftand 
it himfelf, anfwercd in a voice lo low 
I 3 and 
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and inaiticubre, that tfw gsad: ?«i«i!« 
knew, oot l word. (» fei<t tttfe "*». 
the famous B'mnoUit* Utmtm^. Tte 
Gr«f* wotd, iha cssafieaei Ws e*i#at 
fo exttaordiaa<<y afep is tJM Knte.ljKtet 
of foe IPetipwcw:?.; fcow, whangs: th» 
fchoolmcn mifed &eU fubftanst4 fosmsi, 
qnd which. LpHm&o, *»wwds &<) eM 
Of thelaft century,, af temftcd, to, xw'm. 
ut his Theorjj of WStiqn., 

The Rcfor-naatioij KfeUS tf#S<ii6We4 
anew %ht ove.r gjiripe,, thaj fet »c% 
upon enquiring into, swot* a*d PK|[«(-' 
fcijlops <kwry kind,, fe(vc4 onjji to, 
cc^iDjtthe ; dpniini|B^c<this8hiteibobjv 
protectants, as weli as. papiAsie#ti;escbiu(j 
thcmftlves behind tjw. autbprify, of &#• 
ftft.lt, and deftndjag tjicir feytRal tenet* 
by the. weapons wi(h which, he &irni(hs4t 
them, T1^ unnatural, alliance,, qf.theo,. 
logy with, the peripatetic do$rj»ss, t«r. 
dered his opinions, not onig Wfleiabki; 
bat facred: they were, reckoned aA. tbft 
land-marks Qf ba *. WV »"* wafwv 
which^ 
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which to pull up* or remove would be 
daring and impious. Innovations in 

pmloiophy, it was imagined, would gra? 
dually fap the very foundations of reli- 
gion, and in- the- end lead to downright 
athcimr. If that veil of awful obfeurity^ 
which their covered the face of nature, 
mxiutd tie once drawn; the rafh curiofity 
of mam kihd would lead them to account 
for alt appearances in the vifible world, 
by fecond caufes, by the powers of mat- 
r ex and mechantfm : arid thus they might 
" tomemfenfibly to forget or neglect the 
great < original caufe of all. This kind Of 
rrafoning convinced the multitude, ovef- 
a'wfed the wife* few, arid effectually put 
ffftop tor the progrcfv of qfettri know- 
ledge. 

Such; in genera*, were" tfaedUpflfl; 
ripni of mankind 1 wheri Sir Francis Ba- 
ro»'cameintdtht world : whom we will 
norcorifideras thefburider of a new ie&, 
but as the great arTcrtor of human liber- 
ty; 1 as- oiicwhb refened rcafon and'truth 
L"4 from 
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from the flavcry in which all feds alike 
had, till then, held them. As a plaufi- 
ble hypothefis, a mining theory, are 
more amufing to the imagination, and a 
fhorter way to fame, than the patient 
and humble method of experimenting, 
of purfuing nature thro all her labyrinths 
by fact and obfervation; a philosophy, 
built on this principle, could nor, at 
firfl, make any fudden or general revo- 
lution in the learned world. But its pro- 
gress, like that of time, quiet, flow and 
iurc, has in the end been mighty and 
universal. He. was not however the firft 
among the moderns who ventured to 
diaentfrom^r/^flr/p. Ramus t <PatrJ- 
cius, Bruno, Severinus, to name no 
more, had already attacked the autho- 
rity of that tyrant in learning, who had 
long reigned as absolutely over the opi- 
nions, ashisreftlefi/*^// had of old af- 
fected to do oyer the perfons of men. 
But thefc writers invented little that was 
valuable themlelves, however juftly they 
might reprehend many things in him. 
' '• - - - And 
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And as to the real improvements made 
in fome parts of natural knowledge, be- 
fore oar author appeared, by Gilbert, 
Harvey t Copernicus, Father e Paul 1 and 
fome few others, they are well known, 
and have been defervedly celebrated. 
Vet there was ftill wanting one great and 
comprehensive plan, that might embrace 
the almoft infinite varieties of fcience, 
and guide our enquiries aright in all. 
This Sir Francis Bacon firft conceived, 
in its utmoft extent; to his own lafting 
honour, and to the general utility of 
mankind. If we ftand furprized at the 
happy imagination of fuch a fyftcm, ouc 
furprizc redoubles upon us when we re-, 
fleet, that he invented and methodized 
this fyftcm, pcrfe&ed lb much, and 
sketched out fomuch more of it, amidft 
the drudgery of bulincfs and the civil 
tumults of a court. Nature icems to 
have intended him peculiarly for this 
province, by bellowing on him with 3 
liberal hand all the qualities rcqui/ite : a 
fancy voluble and prompt to difcovcr 
the 
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the fimUkudes of. things; a judgment 
fteady and intent to note their iiibtleft 
differences; a loveofmeditatiohandeii-i 
quir/i tf patience in doubting > a flow. 
nets and diffidence tn affiriftwig,* a feck 
lfty of r-eiracthsgj 1 j&dieiou-s a»xkty to 
plan and difpofe.- A mind of fueh a-cafy 
that neither affected n&vclfy,- *of kk* 
lized antiquity,, that was aft enemy to 
all impoftuEc, inuft have had' a : certain 
B a «m, congeniality and- rclatkm' to tvutht Theffc 
p. 264, characters^ wbicbi with* a noble confi- 
s6 >- dence, he has applycd to himfelfy are 
obvious and eminent) in hielnftauration 
of the Sciences) : a work- by hkn-de%a- 
pd, not as a monument tohis own- fame* 
but a perpetual^ legacy to= the commoa 
benefit of others. He has divided the 
whole of it into fix capital parts : with a, 
fhort account of which* we- fhalt clofet 
this imoerfta relation of lite- life and; 
writings. 

Dewg- r. Tft?. firffc parr of thir Ihflaor&t 

SSSiaT tiorp propofesagenoraifurvflyf Of hnmaU 

knQVi 
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knowledge ; and tikis he executed in that 
admirable trcasifcenckted, The Advance- 
ment of Learning. As. he intended to 
cufb anew and; biting- ftntdure of phi- 
ktfaqnbiy, founded not in arbitrary opi- 
nions on fpedous conjectures, but in> 
ttBtliand experience v it was abfolutely 
ficcedary to- his defign, firft to review ac- 
euraeeLy the ftate of learning as it phen 
flood; thsa all its provinces -antt divi- 
Uqos.. Ttt do nhis, effectually r required, 
with an uaaeammon meafiux of know- 
ledge,. aidAtbernracntruit: only esqiri/irc 
but mrivecfefc:: the whole, in«ile&uai 
w.QEldi waa iubjecled to- its- examination 
anjt ecnftire.. That he might not lofe. 
hdBB&tf <M aifubjccfcib yafl and-ofluch. 
variety;, he has» according! to the three 
facilities of the £oul T memory, fancy, 
undccflandkigj. tanged dw numerous 
train of arts under three great claffes, 
hiftory, poetry, philofophy. Thefemay 
bccoufidenadvasihe prinoipail trunks from 
whiohilhoo© xbittt} in prodigious- diver..' 
fityi tno lefler. part* and- branches of 
feience. 
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fcicncc. Whatever is deficient, erro- 
neous, or ftill wanting in each, he has 
pointed out at large: together with the 
proper eft means for amending the defects, 
for rectifying the errors, and for apply- 
ing the omiflions in all. Upon the 
whole, he was not only well acquainted 
with every thing that had been difcover- 
ed in books before his time, and able to 
pronounce critically on thole difcoveries : 
he faw clearly, and at the end of this 
treatiie has marked out in one general 
chart, the feveral trafls of feiehec that 
lay ftill neglected at unknown. And to 
fay truth, fomeofthe molt valuable im- 
provements fince made have grown out 
of the hints and notices fcattcred thro 
this work: from which the moderns 
have fcledled, each according to his fan- 
cy, one or more plants, to cultivate and 
bring to perfection. 

Novum 2. The defign of the Novum Orga- 
Orgsnan. nQn ^ wmcn fanfe as tnc fecond part to 

his Inftauration, and may be reckoned 
the 



ibyGoogle 



CHANCELLOR. BACON. 1S7 

the moft considerable, was to raifc and 
enlarge the powers of the mind, by a 
more ufeful application of its reasoning 
faculty to all the different objects that 
philofophy considers. In this place, 
our Author offers to the world a new and 
better Logic; calculated not to fupply 
arguments for controverfy, but arts for 
the ufe of mankind: not to triumph 
over an enemy by the fbphiftry of difpu- 
tation, but to fubdue nature it fclf by 
experiment and enquiry. As it differs 
from the vulgar Logic in its aim, it varies 
no lefs from that captious art in the form 
of demonftrating: for it generally rejects 
fyllogifm, as an inurnment rather hurt- 
ful than Serviceable to the investigation 
of nature, and ufes in its ftead a Severe 
and genuine indu&ion. Not the trivial 
method of the Schools, that, proceeding 
on a fimple and Superficial enumeration, 
pronounces at once from a few particu- 
lars, expofed to the danger of contra- 
dictory inftances : but an induction that 
examines Scrupulously the experiment in 
queftion, 
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qucftion, Views it in all poflible lights^ 
rejects and excludes whatever docs not 
neceflarily belong to the fubject s then> 
and not tilt then, concluding from the 
affirmatives left. A croud of inftanecs 
might be brought to fhew how greatly 
this method of enquiry has profpered in 
the hands of the moderns* and how 
fruitful it has been of new difcoverles, 
unknown and unimagincd by antiquity. 
But I will only mention one that may 
ftand in place of many ; the Optics of 
our immortal Newton : where, in a va* 
ticty of experiments, he has analyzed 
the nature and properties of light itlelf, 
of the moftfubtile of all bodies, with art 
accuracy, aprccifton, that could hardly 
have been expected from examining the 1 
grofleftandrnoftpalpaWe.. Fromwhcnce, 
by the method of Induction, he hasraift 
cd the noblcft theory that any age on 
country can fhew. 

Phaeno- 3. It has been the fate of almoft eve* 
touni.j.y cpnfiderablefchemefor the good of 

man- 
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mankind to be treated, at firft, asvilio- 
nary, er impracticable, merely for be- 
ing new* This our Author forefaw, 
and endeavoured to jobviate, in the third 
part of his Inftauration; by furnifhing 
materials himfelf towards A natural and 
experimental hiftory : a work which he 
thought fo indifpenfably neceflary, that 
without k the united endeavours of all 
mankind, in all ages, would "be insuffi- 
cient to rear and perfect the great ftruc- 
ture of the fciences. He was aware too, 
that even men of freer and more exten- 
five notions, who relifhed his new Lo- 
gic, might be deterred from reducing it 
to practice, by thedifficulties they would 
meet with in experimenting, according 
to the rules by him prefcribed. He there- 
fore led the way toother enquirers, in 
his Sylva Sylvarum } or hiftory of 4 na- 
ture: which, however imperfect in ma- 
ny refpects, ought to be looked upon 
as extenfive and valuable for that age, 
when the whole work was to be begun* 
This collection, which did not appear 
till 
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[ill after his death, has been generally 
considered as detached from, and inde- 
pendent on his general plan : and there- 
fore his defign in making and recording 
thefe experiments has not been duly at- 
tended to by the reader. They ate a 
common repofitory or ftore-houfe of 
materials, not atranged for ornament 
and (how, but thrown loofely together 
for the fervice of the philofopher : who 
may from thence felect fuch as fit his pre- 
fentpurpofej and with them, by the aid 
of that Organ or Engine already defcrib- 
ed, build up fome part of an axiomatical 
philofophy, which is the crown and com- 
pletion of this fyftem. The phenomena 
of the univerfe he ranges under three 
principal divifions; the hiftory of gene- 
VoL h. rations or the production of all fpecies 
p " 3 " according to the common laws of na« 
turej that of preter-generations ot of 
births deviating from the ftatcd rule ; and 
thirdly, the hiftory of nature as confined 
or aflifted, changed or tortured by tho 
art of man : Which laft difclofes to us a 
new 
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new ftce of things, and ask wereaiKV 
thcr world of appearances. The u& of 
ihcriarriftcnyhcreckonstwo-fold: either 
the knowledge of qualities in themfelves; 
or to ferve for the firft matter of a true 
.and ufeful philofophy. With this view 
only did our Author make and gather 
together the mifcellaneous collection I 
amfpeaking of. That many particular 
experiments have been found doubtful 
or falfe cannot be wondered at: the 
whole was then a trad of fcience uncul- 
tivated and defert. If feveral confidera- 
blc men, treading in the path he ftruck 
out for them, have gone farther and 
furveyed it more exactly than he did, yet 
to-him is the honour of their difcoyeries 
jn a manner due. It was Columbus alone 
who imagined there might be a new 
world : arid who had the noble boldnefs 
to go in fearch of it, thro an ocean un- 
explored andimmenfe. He fucceeded 
in the attempt ; and ledhis followers in- 
to a iparious continent, ricli and fruit- 
ful, ft t'ueceeding adventurers have penc- 
M tratcd 
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tratcd farther than he into its fcveral re- 
gions, marked out and diftinguifhed them 
with more accuracy* the refult of thefe 
difcoverics has lefs extended their fame 
than it has raifed and enlarged his. 

ScaUin- 4- After thefe preparations, no- 
■dieftu. thing feems wanting but to enter at once 
on the laft and moft exalted kind of phi- 
losophy: but the author judged, that, 
in an affair Co complicated and important, 
fome other things ought to precede, part- 
ly for inftruction, and partly for prefent 
ufe. He therefore interpofeda fourth 
and fifth part : the former of which he 
named Scala Intelleftus t or a feries of 
fteps by which the Underftanding might 
regularly afcend in its philosophical re- 
searches. For this purpofe, he propofed 
examples of enquiry and investigation, 
agreeable to his own method, in certain 
fubjects i Selecting fuch efpecially as are 
of the nobleft order, and moft widely 
differing from one another j that inftances 
of every fort might not be wanting. 
The 
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The fourth part then was to contain a 
particular application and iiluftration of 
the fecond. .In this light we chufe to 
confider the fix monthly hiftorics which- 
he propofed to write on fix- principal 
topics in natural knowledge: namely, 
of winds; of life and death i of rarefac- 
tion and cohderifatiori i of the three 1 
chymical principles, ialt, fulphur, mcr J 
cury; of bodies heavy and light; of fym- 
pathy and antipathy. The ftrft threq 
in the order I have here placed them, he" 
profecuted at fbmc lerfgth; and in t 
manner that fliews with what a Happy 
fagacity he could apply his own rules rd 
the interpretation of nature. The won* 
der is, that other enquirers fince his 
time have done fo little towards perfect- 
ing the two fixft mentioned, things of 
fo gtcat concern to human fociety, and 
to every individual. As to the three 
laft, we have only a fhort introduction 
to each: death having prevented him 
from writing any thing on the fubje&s 
themfeh'es. Such is our condition here : 
M 2 whoever 
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■whoever it capable of planning ofcfiu* 
and. attentive fchemes dies always too 
form for mankind, even in the moft ad* 
Vaiiced ago. 

AntidM- y. Of the fifth part he has left no- 
lor. fecun-thiag but the title and Ichcme. It was 
indeed to be only a temporary firufture, 
railed with, fuch materials as he biroielf 
had either difcovercd> or ttyed, or in* 1 
proved; not according to the due form 
of genuine indutS-tim, but by the iornc 
common ufe of the undecuanding thaf 
others had employed* And this was 
to remain no longer than nil he had 
ratted, 

thiWo- &' Tub ItKth and fiiblimeft pan of 

j5f|J this grand Inflauration, to which' all the 

aftiva. preceding are merely iiibtcrvient.: a phi- 

lofophy purely axiomatical and icicn& 

fici flowing from that juffc, caiagatcd, 

genuine manner of enquiry, which/ the 

author firft invented and applied. But 

this he defpaired of being able toaccom- 

plifh; 
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plilfc: and the Learned of all countries 
from hk days have been only labouring 
feme fcparate or lefler parts of this amaz- 
ing edifice, which ages to come may not 
fee finifhed, according to the model left 
them by this one Man. 

Such, and fo unlimited were his 
views for the univerfal advancement of 
fciences the noble ikn to which he di- 
rected all his pluioibphic labours. What 
Caefar faid, in complement, to Tully 
may, with ftri& juftice, be applied to 
him : that it was more glorious to have 
extended the limits of human wit, than 
to have enlarged the bounds of the Ror 
man world. Sir Francis Bacon really 
did fo : a truth acknowledged not only 
by the greateft private names in Europe, 
hut by all the pubSc focieties of its molt 
civilized nations. France, Italy, Ger~ 
many, Britain, I may add even Ruffia, 
have taken him for their leader, and 
fubmitted to be governed by his inftitu- 
M 3 tions. 
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tions. The empire he has cre&ed iij 
the learned world is as univerfal as the 
free ufc of rcafon : and One muft con- 
tinue, till the Other is no more- 
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INJlaUratie Magna. p. i 

tPraejkth. 7 

'Dijlrlbu'fui Of iris, ti 

V3"e "Dignitate & Augmextis Sci- 

entiarum "LibriXl. 21 

Tartitiones Scientiarum & Argu- 
ment a Jinguiorum Cn$itut». a 3 
Novum Orgamtn Scientiamm. 169 
'Praefario. iji 
Afhorjfmidt intirfremume Na- 
turae, & regno Htminis. 474. 
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*De Jnterpretatione Naturae, Li- 
ber fecundus. p.j 13 

APPENDIX, 

Containing feveral Pieces of Lord 
Bacon not printed in the loft 
Edition in four Volumes in fo- 
lio; and now publijbed from the 
original Manufcripts in the Li- 
brary of the Right Honourable 
the Ear/of 'Oxford. Append. p. 1 

Of the true Greatnefs of the King- 
dom of Britain, to King James, ibid. 

Notes of a Speech concerning a. 
War with Spin. 1 2 

A Book of Speeches in Parlia- 
ment , or otherwife delivered by 
Sir Francis Bacon the King's Sol- 
licitor-General. 16 . 

Mr .Bacon V Tiifcourfein the Pt»ife 
of bis Sovereign. ibid. 

The Proceedings of the Earl of 
Effex. 26 

Of the State of Europe. 3 j 

State- 
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State-Pieces in the Reign of King 
James. p. 4.6 

A 'Proclamation drawn for hisMa- 
Jefifsfirfi coming in. ibid. 

A 'Draught of a Proclamation 
touching His Majeft/s Stjle t 2 
Jacob!. 4.8 

A Certificate or Return of the 
CommiJJioners of England and 
Scotland. fi 

An Argument of Sir Francis Ba- 
con,' in the lower tjoufe of Par- 
liament. f$ 

A Certificate to his Majefty, 
touching the Projects of Sir 
Stephen Proctor, relating to the 
penal Laws. 58 

A Certificate to the Lords of the 
Council, upon information given, 
touching the fcarcity of Silver 
at the Mint, and reference to 
the two Chancellors and the 
King's Sollicitor. $3 
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A frame of Dtrttratm* of tin 

Mafter of the Wards, at hisfrfi 

fiereffions for tie M-ifitt of tie 
Wtrit U oifirve, for His Ma- 

jejlfs better ftrvk* tod the ge- 
neral good, dj 

tiilofipkkaiTiects^iit Lord 
Bacon. 69 

Mr. Bacon inpraifi of KlUKwlejtge. ibid, 

Valerius Termini^ of tie Interpre- 
tation oftfatfe, with tie An- 
notations of H times Stella, 71 

temparis Vartus Maf&ha, five 
de Interpretative Naturae Lai. 

J- 9t 

Filum Labyrinthi, Jive formula 
Inquijitionis, j6 

Sequela Char tar urn, five Inqvifitia 
legitima de Colore & Frigore. joi 

Redargutio Tiilojbfiiarum. 107 

Mr. Francis Bacon of tie Colours 
of Good and Evil t tftbtLord 
Mountjoye. 114. 

vo'l 
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vol. n. 

PArafcew ad Hiftariam No- 
turalem & Experiment aUm : 
five t Defmptie Hifteriae Natu- 
raits & Experiment alt s omits 
fujficiat &Jtt in-ordme ad Bafm 
^Fundamental hilofophiae ve- 
rae. p. I 

Aphorifini 4e Conficienda Hifto- 

ria prima. 3 

Catalggus Hiftoriarum particular 

rium. 9 

Fragmentum Lihi Veruiamiani, 
cut Titolus Mecedarium Na- 
turae. 14 
Hiftoriae NaPuralis adeondendam 

'Philofophiam Traefatio. 1 6 

TituH HrfHoriarum & Inquijki- 
enum in primosfex menfes de* 
fiinatarum. 2-1 

Hiftoria Naturaiis & Experimen- 
talis ad condendam 'Pbilojbphi- 
am:Jive a Phaenomenon Unrverfii 
quae eft Inftmratioriis niagnae 
parstertia. 21 

Norma 
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Norma Hi/loriae Traefentis. p.1* 
Hiftaria Ventorum* Aditus, five 

•praefatio. *i 
Topic* particularia : five Afticuli 

Inquifitionis de Ventis. tf 
Hiftoria. Nomina Ventorum. * 9 
Venti Liberi. 3° 
Venti Generates. 3 1 
Venti Stati. J* 
Venti Jffeclae. 3 J 
Qualitates & Toteftates Vento- 
rum. 3f 
Origines Locales Ventorum. 3$ 
Accident ales Generationes Vento- 
rum. V 
Venti extraordinarii & Flatus re- 

pentini. 43 
ConfacientiaadVentos, originates 

fiilicet. 44 

Limites Ventorum. 47 

Succejjlones ventorum. 48 

Motus Ventorum. 49 
Motus Ventorum in Velis Navium< Ji 
Obfervationes majores. ft 

Motus 
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Motus Ventorum in aliis Machmis 

humanis. p. yd 

Trognoftica Ventorum. 77 

Imit amenta Ventorum. <Sj 

Obfervatio major. 6^ 

Canones mobiles de Ventis. 64, 

Chart a humana,fiveoptativa cum 
, proximis, circa Ventos. 6f 

Hiftoria *Denfi & Rarij necnon 

Coittonis & Expanfionis mate- 
. riae per fpatia. 67 

Modus Experiment! circaTabulam 

Juprafcriptam. 7 1 

Hiftoria Gravis & Levis. \q6 

Hiftoria Sympathiae & Antipa- 

thiae Rerum. 107 

Hiftoria Snlphuris, Mercurii & 



Salis. 



107 



Jrancifci Baronis de Verulamio, 
Vtce-Comitis San&i Albani, Him 
ftoria Vitae & Mortis: five Ti- 
tulusfextus in Hiftoria naturals 
& experimentali ad condendam 
'Philofophiam. 109 

Hiftoria 
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Hiftoria Vttae & Mortis, p.ird 

Topic a Tarticularia ifive Artieuli 

inquijitionis dt Vtta & Morte. 1 1 * 
Natura durabilis. x 1 4 

Obfervationes major es. uf 

Obfervatio major. 1 1 6 

e Deficcatio i t>ejiccatioms Prohi- 
bit io, & < Beficcati bit met at to. 117 
Obfervationes major es. j jo 

Longaevitas & Brevitas Vttae in 

Animalibus. 1 i 1 

Obfervationes major es. 1 2 f 

Aliment at io y Via aliment andi. tzy 
Longaevitas & Brevitas Vttae in 

Homine. 128 

Medicinae ad Longaevitatem. Ad 

Artie. X. J4.1 

Intent/ones .Ad Artie. XII. XIII. 

XIV. 14* 

Operatio fuper Spiritus, ttt ma- 
neant Juveniles, & reviref- 
cant. I. 14J 

Operatio fuper ExclujwTtem A'eris. 
II tft 

Operatio 
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Operatio fuper Sanguinem & Ca~ 

lorem fanguificantem. III. p-if8 
Operatio Juperjuccos Corporis. IV. 160 
Operatio fuper Vifiera ad Extru- 

fionem Aliment i. V. 161 

Operatio fuper 'Partes exteriores 

ad Attraflionem Alimenti. VI. 166 
Operatio fuper Alimentum ipfum 

ad Injinuationem ejufdem. VII. 168 
Operatio fuper Ailum ultimum Af- 

fimilationis Comment -otto. VIII. 1 70 
Operatio JUper Intenerationem ejus 

quod arefieri eoepit, five Mala- 

ciffatio Corporis. IX. ijl' 

Operatio fuper Expurgationem 

Sued veteris & Refiitutionem 

Succi novi, Jive Renovationem 

per vices. X. 173 

Atriola Mortis. Ad Artie. XV. I74, 
'Dijcrimina Juventutis & Senec- 

tutis. Ad Artie. XVI. 1 79 

Gamnes mobiles de "Duratione Vi- 

tae, & Forma Mortis. j8i 

Hijtoria & inquifitio prima de Sana 

& Auditu, & de Forma Soni, 

N & ' 
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& latent e Trocefu Soni: Jive 
Sylva Soni & Auditus. p. 1 8t> 

Articuli Quaeftionum circa Mi- 

neralia. 203 

Inquifitio de Magnete. 208 

Francifcus Baconus Lectori. 217 

Filum Labyrinth/, Jive Inquifitio 

Legitima de Motu. 218 

Cogitationes de Natura Rerum. 
*De Sectione Corporum, continue 
& vacua. 222 

*De Fluxu & Refiuxu Maris. 234. 

Indicia vera de Interpretatione 
' Naturae. 245 

t Defcriptio Gkbiintelleftuatis. 288 
Thema Coeti. 312 

*De 'Principiis atque Originibus 
fecundum Fabulas Cupidinis e&* 
Cocli : five Parmenklis & Tc- 
lefii, & praecipue Dcmocriti 
"Philofophia, tractata in Fa- 
bula. 319 

Scala IntelleBus, Jive Filum La- 
byrinthi. Quae eft Inftaurati- 
onis Magnae 'Pars IV. 342 

Trodromts, 
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frodromus, Jive Anticipationes 
Philofophiae Secundae. Inftau- 
rationis Magnae Tars V. p.344. 
1>e Sapient/a Veterum Liber ad 
inclytam Academtam Cantabri- 
gienfcm. llluftriffimo Viro Co- 
mitt Sarisburienfi, Summo The- 
fattrario Angliae, & Cancettario 
Academiae Cantabfigienfis. 346 

Aimae Matri, Inclytae Academiae 

Cantabrigicnfi. 34,7 

Praefatio. 34.8 

*De Sapient ia Veterum. 380 

Imago Civilis Julii Caelafis. 386 

Imago Civilis Aiigufti Cacfaris. 388 
In felicem Memoriam Elizabethae 

Angliae Reginae. 3 89 

Me dit at tones facrae. 396 

Tie Miraculis Servatoris. ibid. 

T>e Columbina Innocentia & Ser- 
pentina 'Prudent ia. 397 
T)e Exaltatione Charitatis. 398 
<l)e Menjura Curarum< ibid. 
T)e Spe Terreftri. 399 
¥>e Hypocritis* 400 
Ni <De 
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*De Impoftoribus. p.400 

*De Getter thus Impofturae. 40 1 

7>e Atheifmo. ibid. 

<De Haerefibus. 01 

<De Ecclefia & Scripturie. 403 

I. Kpiftola tff/Fulgeatium.' ibid. 

II. RefcriptumTrocuratoris Regis 
< PrtMarii i ad Academiam Can- 
tabrigienfem, quando infanilius 

■Regis Concilium cooptatus fuit. 494 

III. Francifcus Baro de Verulamio, 
Vices mes San&i Albani, Almae 
Matri inclytae Academiae Can- 
tabrigienfi, Sainton, 405" 

IV. Inclytae Academiae Oxonienft 

S. ' ibid. 

V. Refcriptum Academiae Oxoni- 
cnfis Frantifco Bacono. ibid. 

VI. Francifcus Baro de Verulamio, 
Vicecomes Sanfti Klbimpe rcele- 
bri Collegio Santtae & Indivi- 
duae Trinitatis in Cantabrigia, 
Salutem. 406 

VII. Almae Matri AcademiaeCm- 
tabrigienfi. ibid. 

The 
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Thefirfi Book o/Frands Bacon, of 
the Proficience and Advance- 
ment of Learnings divine and 
human. P-4 1 ? 

, —The fecond Book. 470 

The Lafi Will of Sir Francis Bacon 
Vifcount St. Atban. jf$ 



VOL. III. 

NAturalHiJtory, Cent.l. Ex- 
periments in conjbrt, touch- 
ing the Jlraining and pajjing of 
Bodies one thro' another i which 
they call 'Percolation. p. 1 

-Cent II. Experiments in 



conjbrt touching Mujic. 

— Cent III. Experiments in 



confort touching the Motion of 
Sounds. 47 

Cent. IV. Experiments 



in conjbrt touching the Clarifi- 
cation of Liquor s 3 and the acce- 
lerating thereof 6f 
.N 3 Natural 
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Natural Hiftory, Cent. V. Ex- 
periments in confort touching 
the Acceleration of Germina- 
tion, p. 83 

t- 1 — Cent. VI. Experiments 

in confort touching Cmiofities 
about Fruits ana 1 'Plants. 10 3 

-* : — Cent. VII. Experiments 

in confort touching differences 
between "Plants and animated 
Bodies. 120 

— — —rCent, VIII. Experiment 
folitary touching Veins of medi- 
cinal Earth. 14,1 

■ Cent. IX. Experiment 

. fblttary touching Perception in 
Bodies infenfible, tending to na- 
tural 'Divination or fubtile 
Tryals. i6| 

■ Cent. X. Experiments 

in confort touching the Tranfmif 
Jion and Influx of immateriate 
Virtues, and the Force vf Ima- 
gination. i8<> 

Thyfiological 
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'Phyjiological Remains. Inquifi- 
tions touching the compounding 
of Metals, p.210 

Articles of Queftions touching Mi- 
nerals. LordBzcoris §lueflions 
with 'Dr. Meverel's Solutions; 
concerning the compounding, in- 
corporating, or Union of Metals 
or Minerals : which Subject" is 
thefirfi Letter of his Lordjbip's 
Alphabet. 214, 

*Dr. M evcrclV Anfwer s to the fore- 
going Queftions. 215- 

Articles of Enquiry concerning 
Minerals. The fecond Letter 
of the Crofs-Row, touching the 
Separation of Metals and Mi- 
nerals. 217 

£>r. Mcvercl'j Anfwer to the fore- 
going Qlueji "tons. 2ip 

Enquiries concerning Metals and 
Minerals. The fourth Letter 
of the Crofs-Row, touching Re- 
ftitution. 221 

©r. MeverelV Anfwer, ibid. 
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Lord Vcrulam'x Inquifition touch- 
ing the ISerfions, Tranfmuta- 
tions, Multiplications and Af- 
fections of Bodies. p. 2 2 1 

Certain Experiments made by the 
Lord Eicon about Weight in Air 
and Water. 223 

Certain fudden T^houghts of the 
Lord BaconV, fet down by him 
under the Title of Experiments 
for 'Profit. 224. 

Certain Experiments of the Lord 
BaconV about the Commixture 
of Liquors only, not Solids $ 
without Heat or Agitation, but 
only by fimple Compojition and 
Settling. 2^2 y 

A Catalogue of Bodies attractive 
' and not attractive, together 
with experimental Observations 
about Attraction. 22 6 : 

Medical Remains. 228 

Medical Receipts of the Lord 

• Bacon. ■■-■," ^33 
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New Atafantis, a Work ununifi- 
ed. p.23f 

MagnaliaNaturae,prafcipue quoad 
UJus humanos. 3fp 

A Collection of Apothegms new 
and old. 1.6% 

Ornament a Rationalia: or Elegant 
Sentences, fome made, others 
collected by the Lord Bacon. 2 93 

A Collection of Sentences out of 
the Writings of Lord Bacon. 294. 

EJfays civil and moral. 301 

A Fragment of the Colours of Good 
and Evil. , 384 

A Table of the Colours or Appea- 
rances of Good and Evil, and 
their 1>egrees. 385: 

Hiflory of theReign of KingHenty 

VII. 39 8 
Hiflory of the Reign of King Henry 

VIII. ' ' "' y 0/ 
The Beginning of the Hiflory of 

Great Britain. ' 709 

Mifcellany Works of the Right 
Honourable Francis Lord Vcru- 
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lam ; publiftid by William Raw- 
Icy, 2).©. An. 1625). p.pz 

Confederations touching a War 
with Spain. Infcribedt&'Prince 
Charles. An. 1624. 713 

AnAdvertifement touching aHoly 
War. Written in the Tear 
1622. 534 

Appendix. An Account of the 
lately erected Service called, the 
Office ofCompoJttionfor Aliena- 
tions, f^p 

Advice to Sir George Villiers, af- 
terwards "Duke ^/"Buckingham. 564. 
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A'Prope/ition to his Majefty, 
by Sir Francis Bacon Knt. 
His Majefty s Attorney-General, 
and one of his T 'r ivy-Council j _ 
touching the Compiling and A- 
mendment of the Laws of Eng- 
land, p. 1 
3 The 
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LORD BACON'S WRITINGS. j8; 

The Elements of the Common 
Laws ^/"England. Containing, 
I. A CoUeclion offbme principal 
Rules and Maxims of the Com- 
mon Law, with their Latitude 
and Extent, II. The Ufe of the 
Common Law for Trefervation 
of our 'Per fins, Goods and Good 
Names j according to the Laws 
and Cufioms of this Land, p. 1 2 

The Maxims of the Law. 1 8 

The Ufe of the Law. y6 

A Preparation toward the Union 
of the Laws of England and 
Scotland. 84. 

The Office of Conftables, Original 
and Ufe of 'Courts- Leet, Sheriffs 
Turn, &c. . 94 

The Arguments in Law of Sir 
Francis Bacon Knt. the King's 
Sollicitor General, in certain 
great and difficult Cafes. 1 o 1 

Cafe of Impeachment of Wajte, 
argued before all the Judges in 
the Exchequer-Chamber. 102 

The 
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The Argument in Lowe's Cafe of 
Tenures, in the King's Bench, p.i 14 

The Cafe of Revocation of l/fes, 
in the King's Bench. 1 1 1 

The Jurifdiffion of the Marches. 128 

A 'Draught of an Aft againji an 
ufurious Shift of Gain, in de- 
livering Commodities inftead of 
Money, &c. 14 j 

Ordinances made by the Lord 
Chancellor Bacon, for the better 
and more regular Adminifiration 
ofjuftice in the Chancery 1 to 
be daily obferved, faving the 
'Prerogatives of the Court. 146 

The learned Reading of Mr. Francis 
Bacon upon the Statute of Ufes. 156 

The Argument of Sir Francis Bacon 
Knt. His Majefty's Sollicitor- 
General t inCafeoftheVoftrNzxi 
fff Scotland, in the Exchequer- 
Chamber i before theLordChan- 
cellar and all the Judges of Eng- 
land. 185 
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A brief < Difc9ttrfe of the happy 
Union of the Kingdoms of Eng- 
land and Scotland. , p. 2 1 o 

Certain Articles or 'Declarations 
touching the Union of the King- 
dome c/'Iingland and Scotland : 
collected and difyerfed for his 
Majefty's better Service. 116 

A Speech in 'Parliament, 39EK2. 
upon the Motion ofSubfidy. 128 

A Speech by Sir Francis Bacon Knt. 
c ho fen by the Commons toprefent 
a Petition touching Purveyors, 
&c. 23 1 

A Speech ufedby Sir Francis Bacon 
Knt. in the honourable Houfe of 
Commons 7 Jacobi ; concerning 
the Article of the General Na- 
turalization of the Scotilh Na- 
tion. 2$f 

A Speech ufed by Sir Francis Bacon 
Knt . in the lower Houfe of Par- 
liament, by occafion of a Motion 
concerning the Union of Laws, i+6 
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A Report made by Sir Francis 
Bacon Knt. in the Houfe of 
Commons, of a Speech delivered 
by the Earl of Salisbury j and 
another Speech delivered by the 
JW/^f Northampton, at a Con- 
ference concerning the 'Petition 
eft he Merchants upon the Spanifii 
Grievances, 'Parliament f Ja- 
cobi. p.lfd 

A Speech u fed to the King, by His 
Majefiy's Sollicitor, being chofen 
by the Commons as their Mouth 
and Mejfenger, for the prefent- 
ing to his Majefty the Injlrument 
or Writing of their Grievances, 
in the Parliament 7 Jacobi. 260 

A Speech of the King's Sollkitor 
ufed unto the Lords, at a Con- 
ference by Commijjion from the 
Commons, &c. 261 

A Speech of the King's Sollkitor, 
perfuading the Houfe of Com- 
mons to defifi from further aue- 
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fiitm of receiving the King's Me f 
fages by their Speaker* &c. p.263 
A Brief Speech in the end of the 
SeJJion of 'Parliament 7jacobi, 
perfuading feme Supply to be 
given to his Majefiy, &c. 166 

A Speech delivered by the King's 
Attorney Sir Francis Bacon, in 
the lower Houfe, when theHoufe 
was in great Heat and much 
troubled among the Undertakers, 
&c. 167 

The Speech which was ufedby the 
Lord-Keeper of the Great Seal 
in the Star-Chamber, before the 
Summer Circuits s the King be- 
ing then in Scotland, 1617. 177 
TheSpeechufedbySirftmcisBacon, 
Lord Keeper of the Great Seal 
^/England, to oVrWilliam Jones, 
upon his calling to be Lord Chief 
Jufiice of Ireland. 1617. 179 

The Lord-Keeper's Speech in the ■ 
Exchequer to Sir John Denham, 

when 
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when he was catted to be one of 
the Barons of the Exchequer, p.281 

His Lordjbip's Speech in the Com- 
mon Pleat, ft Juflice Hutton, 
when he was called to be one of 
the Judges of the Common 
Tleas. tU 

His Lordjbip's Speech in the 'Par- 
liament ', being Lord Chancellor, 
to the Speaker's Excufe. 283 

Sir Francis Bacon' s Charge at the 
Sejfions of the Verge. 288 

A Charge delivered by Sit Francis 
Bacon, the King's Attotney Ge- 
neral, at the Arraignment of 
the Lord Sanquhar, in the King's 
Bench at Wcftminfter; 2p f 

The Charge of Sir Francis Bacon, 
HisMaje fly's Attorney-Gener'al, 
touching 'Duels-, upon an In- 
formation in the Star-Chamber 
againfl Pricft and Wright. 197 

The 'Decree of the Star-Chamber 
againfl Duels. 304, 

The 
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LORD BACON'S WRITINGS. 193 

The Charge of Sir Francis Bacon 
Knt. his Majejiy's Attorney Ge- 
neral, again/} William Talbot a 
Counfellor at Law of Ireland, p.gop 

The Charge given by Sir Francis 
Bacon, His Majefty's Attorney- 
General, againfi Mr. Oliver St. 
John, for fcandalizing and tra- 
ducing, in the public Sejjions, 
Letters fent from the Lords of 
the Council touching the Bene- 
volence. 3 14. 

The Charge agajnjl Owen, inditled 
of High Treafon in the King's 
Bench, by Sir Francis Bacon Knt. 
His Majeftfs Attorney-Gene- 
ral. 521 

The Charge of Sir Francis Bacon 
the King's Attorney-General a- 
gainft Mr. Lumfden, Sir John 
Wentworth, and Sir John Holies 
for fcandal and traducing of the 
King's Juftice in the Troceed^ 
ings againftW dkon, in the S tar- 
Chamber, 10 November, 161 f. 324, 
O The 
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The Charge* by way of evidence, 
by Sir Francis Bacon, His Ma- 
jefly's Attorney-General, before 
the Lord High Steward and the 
'Peers, againfi Frances Countefs 
o/'Somerfett concerning the pot- 
foning of- Sir Thomas Over- 
bury. PJ3 01 

The Charge of Sir Francis Bacon, 
his- Majefiy's Attorney*General, 
by way of Evidence, before the 
Lord High Steward, and the 
Tiers, again/? Robert Earl of- 
Somcrfcr, concerning thepoifbn- 
ing of Overbury. 3.3 4, - 

Certain Obfervations upon a Libel, 
publijhed the prefent Tear 1792, 
intituled, AT>eclarationofthe 
true Caufes of the great Troubles 
prefuppofed to be intended a- 
gainjl the Realm of England. 341 

A true Report of the deteftable 
Treafon intended by 'Doclor Ro- 
derigo Lopez, a Thyjician at- 
tending 
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tending upon the Terfon of the 
Queen's Majefty. P'37* 

•A 'Declaration of the Traltices 
andTreafonsattemptedandcom- 
mitted by Robert Earl ofEt&x 
and his Accomplices againft her 
Majefty and her Kingdoms; and 
of the proceedings, as well as 
the Arraignments and Convic- 
tions ofthefaid Earl and his 
Adherents, &c. 386 

Some particulars of that which 
paged after the Arraignment of 
the late Earls, and at the Time 
of the Suffering of the Earl of 
Effcx. 4°£ 

The Apology of Sir Francis Bacon, 
in certain Imputations concern- 
ing the late Earl of E&x. +*3 

Certain ConfiderMions touching 
theTlantationinltAmi. Tre- 
finted to his Majefty, 1 60S. 44. J 
Advice to the King touching Mr-. 
Sutton's Eftate. 449 

i Theological 
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Theological Works. AConfeffion 
of Faith, written by the Right 
Hbnoura&leTraacisXiacon, Baron 
e/'Verulam, ire. V-A-Si 

An Advertifement touching the 
Controversies of the Church of 
England. 478 

Certain Confederations touching the 
better 'Pacification and Edifica- 
tion of the Church 0/" England. 
Dedicated to his mojt Excellent 
Majefty. 472 

Concerning the Liturgy, the Cere- 
monies and Subfcription. 479 

Touching the Provifion for fuf- 
cient Maintenance in the Church. 48 5 

A 'Prayer or Pfalm made by the 
Lord Bacon, Chancellor of ^Eng- 
land. 487 

The Student's Prayer. 488 

The miter's Prayer. ibid. 

The Truncation of P faints info 
Englifi Verfe, By the Kigbt 
Honourable Francis Lord Ycru- 
lam, Vifcount St. Alban. 489 

An 
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LORD BACON'S WRITINGS. 197 

An Explanation what manner of 
Perfons thofe jlxmld be that are 
to execute the Tower of Ordi- 
nanceoftheKing'sTrerogative.^9% 

Short Notes for civil Converfa- 
tion. foo 

An Ejfay on'Death. 501 

The Characters of a believing 
Chrijlian, in 'Paradoxes, and 
feemingContradilfions, compar- 
ed with the Copy printed Lond. 
f6if. foa, 

A Prayer made and ufed by the 
Lord Chancellor Bacon. 707 

■ Letters in the Reign of Jj>. Eliza- 
beth, fop 

Letters in the Reign of King 
James. ff<S 
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BOOKS printed for, and fold ij 
A. Millar. 

I. npHE Works of Francis Bacon, Barori 
A .of Verulam, Vifcount St. Alt/an, and Lord 
High Chancellor of England. In Which are feve- 
ral Pieces never before printed in any Edition of 
his Works. With a new Life of the Author by 
Mr. Mallet. In 4 Vol. Folio. There is printed, 
to complete thofe Gentlemens Sets that purchas'd 
the former Edition, the new Life of the Author 
by Mr. Mallet^ and the additional Pieces, at 10 1. 
(>d. the fmall Paper, and 15 t. the large. Printed 
in Folio, the fame Size as the hit Edition. 

II. A complete Collection of the Htftorical, 
Political, and Mifcellaneous Works of John Mil- 
ton : Correctly printed from the Original Edi- 
tions. With an Hiftorical and Critical Account 
of the Life, and Writings of the Author : 
Containing feveral Original Papers of his, never 
before pubtijh'd ; and a large Alphabetical Index. By 
Thomas Birch, A.M. and F. R. S. in 2 Vol. 
Folio, beautifully printed on a fine Paper, and 
adorned with a curious Head of the Author, 
engraven by Mr. Virtue, (torn a Drawing by 
Mr. RUbardfin. 

III. TbsOceana, and other Works of Ja\1es 
Harrington, Elq; collected, methodized, and 
reviewed^ with an exact Account of his Life 
prefixed, by Toland: To which is added, an -/fjfr- 
ftndix, containing all the Political Trails wrote 
by this Author, omitted in Mr. Thland's Edition. 

IV. An Historical and Political 
Discourse of the Laws and Govern- 
ment of England, from the Firjl Times tot 
the Reign of Queen Elizabeth. With a Vin-t 
dication of the antient Way of Parliaments in 
England. 

Collected from fomeManufcriptNotes of John 

Selden, Efq; by Nathaniel Bacon, of 

Grafts 
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Or«yV-/»»,Efq; The fourth Edition : Corrected 
and improved by a Gentleman of thcAfok 
die-Temple. 

N. B. There are a few of the above four prim- 
ed for the Curious on a fuperfine large Paper. 

V. The Political Works of Andrew Flet- 
cher, Efq; containing, i. A Difcourfe of Go- 
vernment, with relation to Militia's. 2, 3. Dif- 
courfes concerning the Affairs of Scotland ; written 
in the Year 1698. 4. Difcorfo dcllc Cofe di 
Spagna fcritto nel mcfc di Luglio 1698. 5. A 
Speech upon the State of the Nation, in April 170 1. 
6. Speeches by a Member of the Parliament, which 
b?gan at Edinburgh the 6th of May 1703. 7. An 
Account of a Convention concerning a right 
Regulation of Governments for the common Good 
of Mankind : In a Letter to thc.Marquifsof Mtrnt- 
rofe, the Earls of Rothes, Roxburgh, and Haddington t 
from i«trf*»the fir ft of December, 1703. 

VI. The Works of Mr. Thomson, in a Vol*. 
Svo, Vol.1, containing Spring, Summer, Autumn., 
IPinttr ; a Hymn on the Stnfim ; a Poem facred 
to the Memory of Sir lfaac Newton ; Britannia^ a 
Poem - r and Sopboniiba, a Tragedy. Vol. II. conr 
taming Ancient and Modern//^ compared, Grj/w, 
Rome, Britain, and tbcPro/pecJ, being the five 
Parts of Liberty, a Poem j a Poem to the Memory 
of the late Lord Chancellor Talbot ; Agamemnon, 
a Tragedy ; and Edward and Eleonora, a Tragedy. 

Either of the Volumes are to be had leparate. 
N. B. ThereareafewCoplesremainingofthofe 
printed on a fuperfine Royal Paper in 2 Vol. 410. 

VII. TbeJ^rfe/igyandfai/MoftheANTifiNTS, 
explain'd from Htftory : By the Abbe Banier, 
Member of the Royal Academy of Infcriptiont and 
Btjits Letters. Vol. I. and II. Translated from the. 
trigiml French. N.B. Thefe 2 Vols, contain 
four of the French. 

VIII. 
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VIII. Matho ; or the Cosmotheo&ia 
Pueriiis. A Dialogue. In which the firfl: 
Principles of Philofophy and Aftronomy are ac- 
commodated to the Capacity of young Perfons, 
or fuch as have yet no Tincture of thefe Sciences. 
Hence the Principles of Natural Religion are de- 
duced. In 2 Vols.8vo. 

By the Author of An Inquiry inta the Nature tf 
the Human Seal. 

IX. An Enquiry into the Nature of the Human 
Soul, wherein the Immateriality of the Soul is 
evinced, from the Principles of Reafon and Philoib- 
phy. In 2 vol. 8vo. 

He who would fee the ju/lejl and prtcifejl Nstimi 
cfGoi, and the Saul, may read this Book ; one. 
efibtmojl fitajkedoftbtKind, in my bumble Opi- 
nion, that the prejew Times, greatly advanced in. 
true Philefiphy, have produced* 
Waeburton'xZWWw Legatum of Mofcs 
dtmanftrated, p. 395. firft Edition. 

X. The Life of James Fitz-James,Du.k.e' 
of Berwick, Marjhal, Duke, and Peer of 
France, General of his Mojl Chrifiian Majejly 's 
Armies. Containing an Account of his 
Birth, Education, and Military Exploits in Ireland, 
Flanders, Spain, the Cevennet, Dauphlne, and on the 
Rhine : With the Particulars of the Battle of AI-. 
manza, and the Siege of Barcelona. - Giving a ge- 
neral View of the Affairs of Europe for thefe 
fifty Years paft. The whole interfperfed with 
Military and Political Reflections, and the Charac- 
tersoi" Eminent Men. 

Speed'tif will be publijhid, 

Several Pieces, fame of which never before 

printed ; which, with EurydJcc a Tragedy, Muf- 

tapha, and this Lite, will complete Mr. Malkt's. 

Works. 
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